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CHESHIRE R.F.U. OFFICIALS 1976-77

President:
H. M. CURPHEY

Vice-Presidents:
A. F. KOENAN T. C. KNOWLES
P. G. TURNER

Hon. Secretary: H. V. MIDDLETON
Assistant Hon. Secretary: G. C. COX

Hon. Treasurer: J. E. STARK
Assistant Hon. Treasurer: M. COHEN

Rugby Footbhall Union
Representative: N. A. STEEL

Hon. Life Member: G. GIBSON
Plus a Representative of all Clubs in Cheshire

Past Presidents:

H. M. Blythe (1880/83) C. H. Offland (1953)

J. W. H. Thorpe (1883/1904) A. S. Cain (1954/56)

J. Baxter (1904/42) J. Montador (1956/58)

R. R. Richards (1942/47) P. H. Davies (1958/60)

T. Walton (1947/49) W. M. Shennan (1960/61)

R. D. Nesbit (1949/51) D. R. Wynn-Williams (1961/62).
W. H. Pemberton(1951) W. G. Howard 1962/63)

N. McCaig (1951/53)

H. V. Middleton (1963/65)
W. J. Thompson (1965/67)
G. C. Noden (1967/69)

N. A. Steel (1969/71)

J. E. Stark (1971/73)

E. J. Loader (1973/75)

The Cheshire Rughy Football Union thank the Sponsors and
all those who have taken up advertising space in the Cen-
tenary Programme, and Clubs who are staging special events,
and their members. They also wish all Clubs and individual
members of Cheshire a very happy Centenary year.




ICI KNOW HOW TO TREATA LADY

‘Aphox’ and ‘Rapid” kill aphids, won't harm their natural enemies.

Insecticides thatkill at random inevitably destroy allies
along with foes— something no farmer wants to do. That's
why ICl developed ‘Aphox” and ‘Rapid’, selective insecticides
based on pirimicarb, that kill harmful aphids without harming
the ladybirds that prey on them, or the bees that pollinate the
blossoms. Every year these and other ICI Plant Protection

products earn Britain millions of pounds in exports = the 1973
figure was £50 million —and give farmers and gardeners all
over the world better, more abundant crops. They're another

example of ideas in action—from ICI

@ Ideas in action




MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION

On behalf of the Committee of the Rugby Football Union I
warmly congratulate the Cheshire County Union on their first One
Hundred Years of loyal and valuable service to our Amateur game.

Fundamentally during this period our game has not changed a
great deal, although there have been innumerable changes in the
Laws of the Game. Thankfully much of the traditions in Rugby
Union Football have been retained for the good and it is to the
constituent bodies that the R.F.U. has to give much of the credit.

Cheshire can take their fair share of praise for what they have
done and still continue to do for Rugby Union Football.

In this context, it is my privilege and pleasure to wish your
County Union every good fortune and success in the future.

Yours sincerely,

DICK JEEPS.

Tetley
Bittermen.
Joinem.
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(SANDBACH) LIMITED

Registered Office: BETCHTON, SANDBACH, CHES. Tel. Smallwood 255/6

Design & Construction of Water Control
Systems for Sport & Agriculture

SPORTS TURF
SPECIALISTS

* Planned-Installed fully automatic irrigation
with 'Toro’ Power Pop-ups, Golf Courses, Race
Courses, Running Tracks, Tennis Courts.

All Weather Playing Areas.

* Sand Slitting Techniques
* All types of Drainage-Open Cut and Trenchless
* Fertilisation - Metered Injection

* Water Mains and Cables laid by 'Mole
Plough Method’ - Minimum reinstatement

IRRIGATION Agents for
DRAINAGE

SAND SLITTING
FERTILISATION |
RECONSTRUCTION |




County President’'s Message

I am proud to have the honour of being President of .Cheshire
Rugby Football Union in its Centenary year and welcome this oppor-
tunity of paying tribute to those who, by their loyalty and devotion
throughout the years, have made this great season possible.

A glance at the list of Past Presidents brings back memories of
men whose performance on the field is rivalled only by their wise
administration in committee. It is to them, the senior officers and
Committee members that I offer sincere thanks for the never flagging
enthusiasm with which they have served Cheshire. Likewise I
gratefully acknowledge the part played by those chosen to play for
the County over the years, many of whom received International
honours, selection for the British Lions and the Barbarians.

Cheshire won the County Championship in Sseason 1949/50 and
Season 1960/61 and it would be most appropriate if we were to
repeat these successes in our Centenary season. There are 45 Clubs
and 48 Schools in membership. Many Clubs field a “Colts XV” and
Mini Rugby is rapidly growing in the County. Our Schools Section,
after a most successful season, hope to tour Canada at the end of
this season. Our senior side were most unlucky in last season’s
Championship, and the Under-23 XV gave an excellent account of
themselves against Staffordshire Under-23. With this strength in
depth, our County moves forward in excellent spirit.

Our list of Individual Members increases yearly and this support
is very much appreciated.

In addition to the County Championship games, additional mat-
ches have been arranged for this season. I wish to welcome all teams
visiting us in our Centenary year, when, as well as renewing old
friendships, we shall be making new ones. We look forward to a
programme that will be in keeping with the importance of the season
lv)vher(xj the quality of the Rugby Football played will be long remem-

ered.

I gladly acknowledge the help we are receiving from the firms
who are acting as Sponsors for our games, and the Patrons of our
Centenary season, also those who have taken advertising space in
the programme. This support is of immense value.

We are grateful to the Churches for so readily arranging and
conducting the Drumhead Service prior to the Centenary Game, and
to the Band of the 5th/8th Kings Regiment who appear at the
game by kind permission of the Officer Commanding.

My final thanks are due to the County’s Centenary Sub-

Committee whose members have spared no effort to make this season
a memorable one.

. May those whose responsibility it will be to steer Cheshire from
its second to third century look back on us, who now pilot it from its
first to second century, with the same esteem because of our en-

deavours, as we look back on those who have guided the County to
its Centenary Season.

H. M. CURPHEY,

President
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CHESHIRE RUGBY FOOTBALL UNION COUNTY CHAMPIONS 1949-50




OGDEN'S

STBRUNO

ROUGH U1

READY RUBBED FLAKE FOR THE PIPE

ONE WAY

.
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OGDENS

'STBRUNO

FLAKE

TWO OUNCES WHEN PACKED

ANOTHER...
UNBEATABLE FOR THE PIPE



What’ seen hanging

around some
of the best clubs?

TOOTAL Club Ties.

Golf clubs, football clubs,
cricket clubs, tennis clubs, sailing clubs,
sports clubs, fraternal organisations and
businesses have all realised the value of
areally first-class club tic individually
designed with their own club insignia.

And the first choice when club
ties are under consideration is invariably
Tootal.

The reasons are not hard to find.
Tootal will produce a tie to your own
specifications or our special design unit
will create one for you. Because we
are one of the largest and oldest tie
manufacturers, weaving the cloth for
the ties in our own factory, you can
be sure of the highest standard of
craftsnmnship at competitive prices.
And we back the g uaﬁty of each Tootal
I_ A tie with an uncon(litional guarantee.

If you'd like to know more,
lease contact:
li"ootal Menswear Ltd, Dept OG1,
George St. Mills, Macclesfield, Cheshire.
Telep%xone: Macclestield 22241/2.

{ TOOTAL
club ties.
A member of the TOOTAL Ltd.

Group of Companies
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COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP SIDE, 1960-61 (at DEVON)




I

Spend
more time
watching
rugby

Use a Sperry Univac computer
to get your work done faster.
It’s the general purpose computer at g
the heart of many great companies. S[=E[<<Y L [_j N |VAC
{sk your secretary to get the details from /4(/L///r ‘mation Officer,
Sperry Univac, (/Hu House, 160 Euston Road. Lo 1 NW 1. SPERRY UNIV/
Or call the direct line on 01-387 7272. OF SPERRY RAND LIMITED




CHESHIRE HISTORY

Although we are celebrating our Centenary this year it must be
remembered that a committee was formed in the year 1875. The
first game being played in 1876.

From 1876 to 1900 there were only a small number of clubs in
membership of the county union, and sadly, due to the advent of the
Northern league, some of these went out of existence.

At the early part of century there was a slow assembling of
clubs, and by 1936 they numbered 16.

From 1937 to 1976 Rugby Football has become increasingly popu-
lar as a participating sport and there was a tremendous increase in
players. Consequently, quite a number of clubs were formed and the
total of clubs playing rugby in the county now number 46.

The amount of administration from these early years has changed
considerably and, where in the late ’30’s the county affairs were
handled by a selected group of dedicated individuals (who also
carried on after the 1939-45 war years), it was obvious that pres-
sure of county business demanded a change, and in 1964 it was
agreed that every club in the county should each supply a represen-
tative to the Cheshire committee.

During the last 30 years (since the second world war), club facili-
ties have improved beyond the imagination. When one thinks that
pavilions and changing room luxuries were virtually non existent,
and recall changing in stables, old huts etc., with no hot water.
Buckets and baths in the open with a cold shower to follow were
the habit of the day.

Today there has been tremendous change, and clubs have been
very ambitious and the club houses, with modern facilities around
the county are places we are justly proud of, and great credit must go
to the dedicated workers of these clubs, who by giving their all
have strived for the improvement of their clubs.

The game during the late thirties and since the war has blos-
somed and been nurtured by many schools in the county, and a
schools committee was one of the sub committees formed from the
new administration of 1964, although a schoolboy committee had
operated in 1949 who inherited the precedent set by some clubs, who
had taken care of schoolboy games during holiday periods.

. The pattern was set and the Schools sub committee (consisting of
SiX main committee members and six schoolmasters) have steadfastly
watched schools and studied reports and after trials etc., have turned
out successful Cheshire Schools XV’s at 19 and 15 age levels.

In 1966 a sub committee was formed to handle colts rugby. This
being for young men who do not qualify for schools rugby.
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Forthe best
deal in New

&UsedCars
=

660 Chester Road, Old Trafford, Manchester.
Phone 061-872 2201

Altrincham: Hale Road 928 2275
As hton. Manchester Rd. 330 0121
Bury: The Rock 764 5454
Deansgate: In the City 834 2468
Handforth: Wilmslow Rd. 437 2345
Timperley: Park Road 973 8383

MAIN @ZZ2D DEALERS

Quks for Ford

» The best in the North West




Many clubs are fostering mini rugby and very young boys are
being introduced to the game by competent club coaches, and one
feels that the County Coaching Committee should be giving a great
deal of help and advice to be sure these boys are being taught the
game in a proper manner, and here one might ask parents to avoid
being over zealous when watching these players, as touchline com-
ments and enthusiasm may be contrary to what the coach is trying
to instil into the impressionable young persons.

1969-70 saw the restarting of the Cheshire County Cup Competi-
tion which gives the oportunity to the ultimate winner to partici-
pate in the R.F.U. Club Cup Competition which has now been adop-
ted and sponsored by John Player and Co. Ltd.

Previous comment paid tribute to the work of club players and
officials who have built premises worthy of their dedication and
now we must pay respect to the ladies committees of all clubs who
unheralded and unsung, have taken over many facets of rugby life,
and their wisdom has so often guided and helped their menfolk.

In conclusion, the county on this memorable occasion would like
to express its thanks to the Rugby Football Union for its adminis-
tration, and to the financial help it gives to clubs, and in the finan-
cial aura we thank the sports council for the generous grants they
have made to the game, and finally, we express our thanks to the

referees who control our games during the season; men who we
cannot thank enough.

All these have made Rugby Union Football what it is, a game, a
way of life, we are justly proud of.

Congratulations from one CENTENARIAN

to another

BERISFORDS

'THE RIBBON PEOPLE’

Producers of top-quality ribbons and narrow
fabrics since 1858

P.0. Box 2, Congleton, Cheshire. Tel: 026 02 2864
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HAVE YOU
THE URGE ???

To build an extension, convert a loft
build a house, construct a car-port.
IF SO THEN LET PARKER ROSSER
HELP YOU

with their unique advisory service

FREE OF CHARGE

We are prepared to extract from drawings and

designs, the quantities of the various materials

required and give you a competitive quotation
for their supply together with our normal

DISCOUNTS * TRADE 10% CASH 5%
and COLLECTION 5%

PARKER ROSSER
TIMBER CENTRES

for Timber, Glass, Wallboards,
Plywoods, Asbestos,
Window Frames, Doors,
Kitchen Furniture.

0
For details of this service Ring

061-273 3661 and ask for
Tim Holloway or
Richard Caddick




Every 43 minutes

somebody in Britain goes blind . ..

. 12,000 new cases are registered each year, injury,
eye-diseases, and often sheer old age are among the causes.

From its counselling service for the parents of blind
children and its ‘Sunshine Homes for Blind Babies’ right
through its specialised educational establishments (including
schools for the increasing proportion of children nowadays
whose blindness is only one of their handicaps); its Rehabili-
tation Centres for the newly-blind; its provision of Braille
and Special Apparatus . . . to its help for the many elderly
blind (particularly through the 6,000 new memberships a year
of the Talking Books Library), the R.N.I.B. truly provides an
effective helping hand for Britain’s 120,000 blind people.

The cost? An average of £0.62 a week for each blind
person, the greater part of which needs to come from voluntary
sources.

If you’d like to help, this would he gratefully welcomed

whether through a donation (even perhaps a bequest). Simply
contact GEORGE SHEPPARD at the R.N.L.B.

THE ROYAL NATIONAL
INSTITUTE FOR THE BLIND

90 DEANSGATE, MANCHESTER, M3 2GP
061-834 6476/4232

87 LORD STREET, LIVERPOOL, L2 6PG
051-236 2589/1880

(THIS SPACE DONATED BY DENISE FABRICS LTD.)
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Become an Individual Member of

Cheshire Rugby Union

You are invited to become an Individual Member of Cheshire
Rugby Union and so help to support and encourage Rugby Football
within the County.

Individual Membership also obtains for you free admission to
all County Trials and Home County Championship matches and
priority in the obtaining of tickets for the reserved stand accom-
modation at International matches.

There is an attractive Individual Members’ tie in the Cheshire
County colours.

) We wish to build up our Individual Membership figure to an
immediate target of 1,000 members, our present figure is very low
for a County of our standing in the world of Rugby Football.

Whether you are player, an old player or a follower of Rugby,
the County requires your support.

The Annual Individual Membership is £2, and membership for
Season 1976-1977 can be obtained by posting same along with this
form when completed.

Ladies are also eligible for Membership.

To: the Individual Members Secretary,
Cheshire Rugby Union,

D. O. DIAMOND,

26 Nicholas Street,

Chester.

Tel: Chester 40117.

I wish to enrol as an Individual Member of Cheshire
Rugby Union commencing season 1976-1977 at the
Annual subscription of £2.00.
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Keep going well with Shell




