


MERSEYSEDE',S   FOREMOST
PHOTOGRAPHIC  SPECIALISTS

'Comprehen'sivc  selection  of  guaran'te\cd  new  a,nd  second-

.hand' equipment.

Cinc cameras and proj,cctors,  sound or siilent.

Spceia`lists in Vjsunl  Education apparatus,  interested perties
should  send  for  the  free  booklet,  " Fi:in  Strip  Projectorsulhcir
use in  Education  and  ind,ustry,"  available  from  us  free  of charge.

o'0

Professional and  Comme:r`ciali Lphbtographers,  School Teams
and pal.es a Speciali'ty.

PROJECTOR    I-EIRE
Wc  hiire  proj,ectors  of  all  types,  sti:i  or  cin€,  silcrit  or  soi]nd`

with  ex7pericnccd  operators.    Ideal  for  Parlics,  Lectures,   Demon.
s"tions,  etc.

Send  or  call  for  particulars.

If  you  !laivc  any  type  of  pho`Lographic  prol]lem,  consiilt  us
without \delay,  we  shall  be  only  too  glad  to  put  our  vci.y  coprprc-
hensive  service  at your  disposal.
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'.  Proprieior  W.  J.  DASHLEY

35 & 37,  Oxton Road,  Birkenhead

COOKED  MEATS   .-..    SAUSAGES
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.    School Calendar,  1955`
Spring  Term   began   ,;.: ..... „.: ....... I.„„ ..... „...` ..... „' .....   I.anuay   Ice

Half  Term
Speech  Day
cross  County
Spdeg  Term  ends
Surrmer  Term  begins
Half Term

Febmary  Igdrut2nd  (inatsiyt)
March  22nd.
March.  z4th.

I .April  6th.

April  25'th.

.Ma.y  28th-3 I s`t  (inclugive).
Summer  Term  ends  .............................,.........................  July. 22nd.

Autumn  Term  beSns   ................,............................   September  5th.



Editorial

Tg:g:omc:i;f?rE¥wEi;:c?ie:;caf:s:;-sis:as:i£:sti;i#e:nma|f¥::
that  expression  with  cue  usual  pcetic  ficence)  are  squethi.nd  ncatr  fo
heroes.    Mutual congratulatiap  pn  sheer survival. is  chG note to strike at
this  hour.  `  give  have-pas`sed  chat  most  melaflqhdy  day  i.n. the  whole
talendat,  the  beginning  of  term,  with  Christmas  already  a  grisly  je;t,
with bills unadorned by cherful stage-coaches in place Of gree.ring cards,
and  with  the  ruins  of  our  P`levy  Year  resolul.ons  about  oui  feet.      St.
Valentine's  Day  has  cone  and  gone,  leaving  us  heatt-w.hole  upon  the
field,  and  de Amazons ifl full  flight.    Polar veachef,  with temperatures
as  I`ow  as  the  stock  exchange  quotaJtions  I.or  Mrs.  Pipchin's  Peru:vian

gold  mine shades,  has assailed  us,  and some of us have even been rfe b}
snow.balls.    What  'is  so  elegantly  described  as  " the  mock  cert."  visited
ui for a fortnight, leaving the exact degree of mockery or c.ertitude to be
estimated. as  a  perapnal  equation.     We  have  made  our  annual  dQsaprlt
upon  ch.e  astonished  inhabitants  of  handican,  Thfro  probably  consider  us

pan of an invasion from space,  operating lcedly fro.in a flying sapter on
Level.'s  Causeway.    Finally,  we have braved  the oppessive .Spleridours  Of
t.he  Tctwn  Hall,  entrmched  ourselves  strategically  against  a  barmge  o£
civic eloquence,  and,  after. weeks  of  strident harmoric laborur,  perfonigd
the  portentous  anthems  peculiar  t.o  that  occasion.    All  ch..ese  trials  and
tribulations:   a  new  t:elm,   examinations,  the  Cross  Country;  blizzards,
and  de Priz?  Giving,  ve recall  at  this  present  muster  as  our rafiks re-
form,  an  heroic  if  occasionally  battered  company.       " Soysz   fiers!"  as
Fdeh bade his  inch.    Be proud  Of yours€lv?s!    But you  are mac lndry
than  chose  who  the  Prea.cher  opined  fegrctfuuy  had  no  lnemorial,  who
had perished  as though they her never .beeri.    For all your deeds Of the
la.st three  months,  your  -genius  for stinrival,  are they not whtten in the
peges  of  cris  current  rv;Jar?     The  modest  oiutlay.for  a  copy  of  your
own  magazine will  enable you  to  discover  afresh  in  che following pages
what  a hero you  have bech  and  to stand  astonished at your own invin-
cibildy.  I

EASTER  TERM:
2°8.  I  Barct`,. E.

'S`alitete

Valete
CHRISTMAS TERM..

5A.     cELrisrfu,  R.  R.'G.."     58.   [Black,^ A..   C.;.  Drulmnond,.`D.  W.;   I)atrisk, .C.  D.



WStall.NotesE  welcome  M,r.   Show  who  j.oined  the  Staff  this  `ter:in  as  Music
Masiter,   the  dep.arcment  having  b€eri   in    temporary   abeyarm-

since  Mr.  E.  W.  Hughes  left us  last July.    Alichpugh the perfei of hoin-
orary  assistarfu accompanists  which  flqurished. during. the  inte¢:T`egrmm  is
still  in  existence,  at  least  once`  a. week .a:t  prayers `we  are  forc€fufty  1.e-
mirided  of .inusic's  .place  iq ,otir  quidst  by  the  vigapu,s  presqutmqut .of
the  lneming .hymn  under  the.y new. ^r6gime.

• \IrL Your Mime

B.Rot?¥oEm¥:t££ery°£:[£:Fsain:.¥S;:s(frt:e£:ff:i:t¥o%°:hfi::?p=C]CQ::
o'

==:a#e?1:S±i;:fa;:iig:g:¥y¥:¥j£§i::id:goi¥°ip;£vri¥yfns;eiio;v:i

#]¥#at°dgar?£££[ff¥:nrgrit:n:hgea;e¥ouu:¥awkinasgcaftififf¥±;%:'¥
``,

;

man?"  was abquesdon  wh.ice  deser+ed  what it  got-some  such  reply  ?s
" My  liege, .I  follow  the  6ccupatich  oif  a  jiourntyman  pig's  'ear  straigiv-

ener,''  which  bldrght` ncgo,tiation. Ftjoi  iri  abruipit  co.ndug:ion,  stifled` further
conversation,  ^andi  did  :no,thing  to  mellow . society.'    But  `flow  We  hgive

::wd:;:edbr:::Tn:;t.=W#:|f'ni:it:':#e:,::;boi::e;ii:,,lie:!¥!e;£a:.¥bci;
:;:s¥£:S:£{gch£.=€t]aschti€n;T=£Tne;tg:hfiv£,tr:gyfo:::g:.hae]:a:yp3a:::
cf mine for the panel."                            "     .

Now  iny fycontention  i:s ` that. diis  ideav is  s'o  be:ilria;t.  that  it p should

:;aar¥rs.fl°[becaan8fi:ia:£dm¥n;¢°;P;tis;a;fig::te#o=id¥:€ctin:i:an¥g:
pi.ovenent:.    Take  the  Law  Cour.ts  fof `exinpl.e.`    In  'place 'oif  the  .pris-
onef's  plea,  he.cculd  be  inviited-to  " do  a  little .p.iece  Of  miine  fo.r. the

jury,"  ^and  provide  tho.se   long-suffedng  gentry, .nay :evil  hi;  lcndship
himself  on  the bench,  with  ail :agree.able  half hdur  of ap.echatiin;    " Sir
Wilrfed`,  (this is not a qine.stion-I  am merely dirihifig.alorud, it 7;I;peired
to  pre that .yqu client was  operating a.man.gle.    If rfut were so,` I  don't
think  ,wenwfouid  have  jurisdiction.   ^Pe,fhapis  the  Master  Of  the  Rullers
-? "   ' " With  all  possible. respect,',n}'lpd,  I  believe he wa,s winding
up  a  b,u;iness."       Or  again  in  industrial  circlesT it  mighe `be  possible  to
ideqtify`  a  man's  occupaton  without  bocheririg  to  give  him  a  uniform,
diploma,  card,.or  what  not:,  by  simply  asking  him to  do  a  little  drab



show to brighten the leaden hours  at ch; I:`abour Exchange.    (On  second
thcnghts,  an  inspired  " You  seemed  to  me to  be  doing .absolutely  noth-
in-g"'  higrit  'cone  so  close  to  the  knpekle  as  co  i,rxperil  the  harmony
I>etw€en  capital  and  labour,  and  bring  all  wheels  td  a  standstill).

But  it  is,  as  usual,  in  edbeadon  that  s.a  bright  a  rfuode.rn  idea  win
cbrie to  fun  fruiti.on,  and  the  Mine triighe well  betothe the touche,tone

;!aci:r;c:}hstr=e5::;:¥o:i::::::#;p±AVIyd:£iguc:£m#i=:jefm¥::1:as¥m;
glassware)  and  then  ask  his  class  to  guess  what  his  actions  conveyed."Please,  Sir,  you  wee  saturating  a  solution,"  or  ."I  chink  yo,u  were

trying  to  discover  a  detergent  powerful  enou-gh  to  dissdhe  the  kiechch;
sink  and  trfus  enable Mother to -be in the `pictufes  by  Io  a.in."    And`I
fcel,  too,  ch'at  the  Philharmonic  conductor,   having  made  §cme  of  his

:i];bram¥deir:£sest'hem£Etme¥°fi#ba]syh:f:ontodu:i;nga#j:nc£;:ius=orh:t
Bilius's  " On  hearing  the  fret  coin-crake  in  Boot.le,"  |or thieaterfug co
descend  to  murder  .the  fourfu  fl.autist   from  the  Hope  Street  exit,  ur
merely  in  ire  iop€ning  droes  Of  a  cataleptiG  seizure?.

ih  co.ndusion,  I  feel  that  what  is  so  beantifully  called  " the-Cid¢-
brity  Spot "  is 'what  the  teaching  `of  history has  long  bifeh .larking  ou,t
for.    Wth  fome  frodific.ations, I with  the  rna:stet  .as  'chalrman  cnd  with
sons  orufro£-work  dr  dowh-.a,t-heel` actcus,  it  wild  be  Possible  to  Cov-er
the'wh®le stibject.    Ten  . N6±s '  and  " che icelebridy " would have bea,ten
ch€  form  and  landed  them  in  detendoifi.    Hid  ,ae  sons  sugge§.tions.
What  celehades  wo.,uld  be  rapfesented  by.che  follrfug?        .
r.    `afst¥:tc[gTo¥ ¥isan;Pa:sthc;osat?at Brig;o¥iy.:d:id ::irs{nthgeonffhth¥d„!flfr:hme

Ctorsica,  indemnity  eami'ng."

2.  ~   A  depressed-looking  .gentleman   (self+einndoyed)   seated  in   an  arm-
chair.      Iije bids srmching re.cede,  sh`akes  ilhaginary moisture  from
this  tees,  sc`owls,  and  shurits his  chair  back.

3.     A  fong-I?gged  .rfuarititpe-lockin:g   ch`ap,   whro   apped.rs   to  have  for-
gott.en  to :put  on his  trousers but iwh.a  wears  a  trim  beard  in  com-'  pens-atich, ..shades `his  'eyes,  pees  ing  '.the  ri'ddi;  distane,  gives  a

•`"` Sign  of  conteinfr  with  two  .didgi'ts,   and  stoops  ,dewfi  to.  propel' an

invisible  §phedcal  abject.

4.    A  stout p,arty  with legs wide apat,  with  'a faker in `hi§ That, .wirfus`;like  a  z€b,fa:itrdssing,  be:acofl,  and  einits  a  tw.6-note  wbl£ ,vyhist.le.

I think chere is froney som€whac in this, but  gene.rously throw out
ches€  hints  a¢  `fro  extra  i:hatge. I  w.`E.W`
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B.~1,
IRENHEAD'S  mammoth  T€chrical  C6uege  was -£orinally-opened:

on  Satnday,  January  8th,   by   an .  old  .Instonian,.. Profassgr   Sir
Henry  Cohen.    T,he  Head  Master  was  among  the  company  Of  guests
spacially invited for .de accasion.    The large gathering of heads  of  si.mi-
1ai  colleges  in  chle  nofth  o£  England included T\dr.  D.  I.  W.illiams  form-.
erly  Senior  Physics  Master  at  the  Instimte,  and  now  Principal  o£  Lan-
caster Technical  college.

E!                             E3:                             5E

For the first time for over  a`quartor of a centriryTaccording to the
reliable  recollection  .9f  otir  oldest 'inhabitants+he  Cfoss oGountry  nm,
originally  fi:zed  for  th.e  .Friday  afr€m-oon  immediately   preceding  .Half
Term holiday,  had to be posqporfed owing to bad weather.    The proposal
of  sons  enthusiasts,   that  a  taken  pefietration  Qf  de  dideant  reedon
reached  by our  senior run  should  be undertakg} by  a sledge team  from
t'iie last Jbase Camp in Thorirori Road,  fell through owing t`b.ah-uhaffitiai
strike  of  husha-es .,,.

a    *                     S                     ei3
•`                .          ,       I                                  ¢           ,

The  intacsdng  photograph,  t:aken  by  Mr.  Shaw,  of  ouf veri:fable
pile during the gr:eat snows,  and of our less venerable ininaes pfesendng
that .mammoth  spectacle  ``The  retreat  from Moscow on  Ice,',r, not  only
revealed  a  surf I eye.  £pr  an  arre?drag  pi¢ure  amid  comparatively  i]ripro-`
mising  suroundings,  but  wds  also  !n  itself  a  neat  su.mmdy.-'Of ,a  very
cold  term

S                ti:                S

Two of our nunbef,  well-known like  Jum's  swans ih  '.' As. you like
it "  for th.df chose.aurance, were lost  awhile to  u`s earlier this  term owing
to enforced  spells in  h`oapital.    But what made their  absence unique was
that  the \,the. was  overtaken`'by` ilhae-ss,  in  what  the  philosophical  must
regard  as a most aptly chosen place,  while visidng the other.    The si.in-
ultancous recovery and reappie:arance pf blocs relegate David  and Jonathari
te  the  p}or;ace  ¢ccesJj.S  class.



We c.ongratulace W.  N.  Bryalit on  his. election,  at  last Dece{nber's
Opein  Scholarship   Examinations,.  to   an  Ezhibidion` in   His.tory   at  St.

]toha's  College,  Cambiridge.    Bryant  hopes  to, go  into  residence  in  thi.s
coming  October,  when  he  win  begin ,ircading  for  an  honours  degree  in
history.

S*

In the recent essay competition anrmally al-ranged by the R.S.P.C.A.
wc.  ar6 pleased.  to  note  the success  Of  R.  F.  Salmon  Of  4A,  who  won  a
Speeial  Prize,  and  o£  L.  E.  Wh:te  of  4A  and  I.  D.  Mactnaster  Of  IA,
who ivere  awarded  a  Certificat:e  of Merit.
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D                    Your school Re.cor`d    .-...    '`  `.ID  you  kflow  that  thtoughqut  your  school  career,  from  tr}e   time
you  emetied  Miss  Mink's  Kindergarteri  iintil  you  grin :a  bcaid  ira

thi`  Sixth  Form,  all  your  doings  are  written  down  ` all  your` faults  ob=
seined,  set in  a  note-book  to ,cast  into  youtr  tiech '?    .This  docrm€nt  or
folder,  something. like the  pchc€  dossier  biond`e spies  pinch in the fums,
wast  invented  by. a  .Very  Important  Educa.tioni.st  (who  thqught  a  bay

a:a:ts:;t£:o!¥:;::;if|dn::do:::e:;°£¥Ghg¥o:#;t¥f¥m;ni;:¥ase;¥si
The  cha,rge  sheet i.s  headed  ` Gbnfideinal,'. which\ is  per.ely  official. ,Eng-
]a£S#::ain=:p]]:,tfgchraabtb;:a:eecatnheb€°a8;'areB:£CL;£a=:scafein¥::n¥di¥:

the  scenes.

•.    In  appearance the thing is  I.ike ari  overgrown ration book,  and chore

ai.a  a  I-argr  number  of  headings  and  questiaps` about I.YOU.     It  I?eedn8
with date  of birch,  which has  to  be  " checked  by  Birdi  Cedficace "  ap
make  certain  that  you  were  bprfu  and  have  not  beerL  rperely  hanging
afound   under   false  pretincesl.     Next  .domes   you!il   admission   nuapber.
This  was  Stamped on  your  torso  when  yo'u  were  first  issued  6fflowiding

you  Some  within  the  scope .Of  ch€  pfevieus  section)  and  che fact  drat  it
is  inked  on the middle of your `back.may acco`unt for your having over-,
looked  it.    The  there.ape .as  many  as  S;#.sp,aces  for youar addess,`si.net,,
with the .preseri gfut .of houses, pu\pils have. been known fo flit by moon-
light tio dodge the iriportunities o£ Monday rent collectors.   A long row
oi:  numerals  I?presquts  your  brothers  and.sisters,  each  one  of  whgm  i.s
shown as a tick (a.judgquapt with .which :you wil.'l.probably agree heardly).
A  ring is  also  drawfl  round .the nuinber  which`` means yoiu in`.commem-
di.atian  Cif ypur ,£acher's  pious .hope  (though  fate. may have  sub.sequently
wiried  otherwise)  chat,,you .wo`uld /be the last,of che' bro)od. ,  You have .to
state  ysur  mothei.:s  .regular.names  and  ha  pet  name  ini.brackets;.    .as
" Cleopatra  H6.rtense  Mand  (` Honey ')."    For  " Medical  Observations.

(if  any)"  the  word  `brcathes '   usually  satisfies  the  ,authorities.       Your
attendance  is  described. as. eithef` ` Reg.'  (which  must  not  be  cotlfusedi
with `your  matei.rial. grandfacher's . name-anccher  departmerit  altog€cher

:#::ryb,yw;£P.re:.i,]£££ttbt:cothmeess¥jh;.,flcof}Ofiifyoutakeaformight

..   .Under   `.th€ntal `ce'stst taken'  ,I   am  a  `bi.t  uncertain  .what  `type  '
ieaus;  but  if. it  refers  to' the  tests,  I.'should `say  the  answer  would  be
` nuts.'  . Your, ;. reasons ,for.'having.' .an:yf time. rbetvcen. the Sages  o£` £our`



and  nineteen  have :tq®be  givqu.,    Amorig  +\€  Pest  reasons  I  have  seefl

(though  it  is  a  choice and pfofrable  fold)  are  " My  for.in master  nevei-
ch.aved,''  " Ptit on  the  spot  by  the  Bidston  Road  grng,"  and  " Mabel's
Mother. was  looking  for  me."    Assuming  `that  yqu  are  b.ound.-to  be ..a
fi.eal£,  t:hey next  quesfron  asks  about  yqu  "notewortdy  disabilities."  and
" any  lat€f  modifications  of  the  above,''.. whi.ch would  be  met  by  squc

such entry.." Has  a clu'b  fcot,  the vapeu.rs, .and  two noses. .  Grow  a .third
nose  in  38  after  he  diropped  Latin."    For  de  purpioses  .of  you  attai,n-
ment in class.you  are  described as  bdng ip  :` a scr.Cam," `which refers  to

your  ultimife  desdnation  after  your  long-suffering  pastors  and  masters
have tied .a he-avy we[alt to your feet.    They  ae very anxious tQ  know
what you.have. been up tQ in  ` Art and Craft,: and this may cover almost
anything  from ,a  cap,acity. t:o  feign ,the *9nset  of  seri.ous. illness  just  bofae
the. hoprework, i5  required,  tjo  dcing  the  disappearing  half-crown-trick  at
th,e  collecdcri  Of' dinner  morfey.

Ofle  Of. th?  nastiest  crapks   at  you  is  ` Are  you  Aesthetic?'    This
has  nothing  to  do  with  chlproform  but  really  means  ` Were  y`ou  ever
£.ound  loitering  with  interit  near  the  Philharmonic ` Hall ,wearing  bright
green  Con:ton-oy  pants  and  a  pink  elastic  hair  sHde?     If  you  tell  a  goocl
one  over  w.hich   your  cronies  cackle  during  the  sev,enth  round  at  ch€
local  you would  qualify for  a  credit mark in  chg section  headed  ` social.'
Still  haaping  on  the  idea  chat  your  abnormah.ties   will   probably   land
you in a circus in the long run,  the rang questiofl  asks about your  " un-
usual   acccmplishments."     Off-hand   I  should   sa.y  the  most  proriofng
car-didate  I. ever  heard  off  in  this  part  Of  chie  schedule  was  a  chap  who
played  Mozin's  Concerto  in  Q  on   a  nutmeg  grater  .at  Arrove  P.ark
Gates,  while  his  pet  monkey  vent  round  de  crowd   distributing   free
cories  o£ Pfofessor Thomp§on'`s  " How  t:o  be  as clever as  ne."    He  (the
chap  I  was telli'n.g  you of,I cot  the professor)  was  a  genius  of ccurse  and
was  rapidly   transferred   t:o   a   modern  sec.ondary  school.   . Finally,   your
`fphysical    qualides   affecting   rfucation "   are   derlranded   before   his

chird  degr`ee  ends.    Any  discern,per  affecting  the  forward  movement  of
the  legs  on  the  school  gate  apndng  into  view  shrfuld  b€  nbted  in  this
Spacg.

But  stay!    The monster has  floe  finished.with you  yet.    It  is  pr£-
occupied,  on  the lastT.age of chc record,  with ysur j.ob  when  ypu .le.ace.

T*istfow£:it#es?,Ou!ihc±]i€e£%e¥O¥AV:[t8u¥ewt:y;o£:s]:cO(:dsn:rill:.;:
" attitude  to  work "   (`.Distant   ').     This  informatign  i`s  calculated   to

keep.  your  empky6'i  drch.icany"'pespectiwi.'    Th.e  card..uding  pra-
graph.S  abc/ut  youi.  job  n!i!:,ght. wen  gp  .scm€Shing  like  this.   ,  .I.  Pu,t>il's
preference:.  ` Platinim  polisher  to  che` Aga  Khan.'    2..  Unsuitable 'occu-
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pation.s :.  ` Anything requiring  getting out  of  bed.'       3.  Occupati`on oiri
leavit}g:   `Tortoise-Pacgr  in  a  pet  chop.'      4.  Post  school  reco.rd:   f see
Finger  Print  Dapiattrnent,  .Whitehall  1212.'    If, I after all  his,  yqu  fad
any  real  difficulty  in  getting employment,  if you  find chat iurerview`ers
recoifl  frgri you in hoffor and  that your only means of eating is  at the
I'ub]ic  soup  kitchens,  you  will know ,what to  iblarie.      Afld don't  say  I
didn't wrfu  ysu!

w.I.W.

TIjibrariaHE  time  has  again  cone  to  I.apo.rt  our  activi.ties.    The  deligha  Of
Chistmas  fare  have  given  way  to  f"iidides  hanging  from  the

wall,"  and  the arriival  Of  snow..   The weather  caused  the  annual  " Revo-
lution "  against law and  cnder,  and   many   a   "Pre"    ``bit   the   dust.'

Yet  apocher capseququc6 of the  snow was  the  last-minute posgivning  Of

:huem:erussof:::¥:s#cgropsrfreLtj:a#±v:#;stl:o¥aro±:hg:yFw¥Lf=±:
mon€  hardy  wrote  to  the  Admiralty  for  diving,equlpriint,    But:. de
spectacl'e  Of  aquatic  games in  the  Landican  Mudpile was  dch.ed us,  afld
" T.he  Lever  causewa.y  RSmpl "  is  definitdy  hot  on ice.

This  t.erin  we  have  had -the  s\itect  dist£:actich  Of  music,   and  de
result  ,is  tha.t,  altiroust  Kentori  and  Gcodinan  are  'stflrsuf;riine, . B"ch

:i:3:¥::eenunard€er:fa¥daabTer£:te!';upnTni:p::e!:i.res:,.:::hi*ed%cdr?
aftendon  gatherin.gs` vyill  nor.have  been  ir}  va,in ...... `  ,   „

Many  Of  the  Form  have  been  visiting  the  Univiersities,  and  have
returned with  glowing accounts.    ViS;ts` have been paid  to many in the
Ccuntry,  and at the moment Form and Figu.res are bedhg avidly s"died.

s,atuffAdr;u:vreti;gTvrfutti:nfsw:Sc|=pie=efa:£ea[rdtu:gfoemsg:°]ussuca:ufeono:
the  SchapL  and  the  Ghosts  of  former. days. must  have  been  start:led  by
thf  sopt'ano  cries  that  rang  through  the  building.                                    t.

Our last piece of infoumtion  deal's  wick examindichs;    They  crfue`
with   the   usual` cashing   effect   and   Spread   glockii   and.   dqsppndeny!.
ch.ro[ughout  the  Form.    The  tnt:ricacies  q£  .the  Galli:  Tongue  are.  quite



beyond  the  era.sp of sons  of  us,  and  the pirognasdcatich  of  " Aldershot`
Barracks  for  you,  my  lad,"  by  IIe Maitre  apipears  only  tco  true.   'Thus,
witli  anotha  Rugby  defcat,  the  atmosphere  is  Oppressive  ,afld  only  the'
foi'thcoming  Speech  Day  .appears  as  a  Silver  Lining.

. Spech  Day  arid  Easter  will  be  here  bedof`e  we  tread  the  Gallows
Walk in Juq€.   We have but three moinds before our tiine is up, arid` the
next  hibraria will  be .the  " knell  of paring  day "  for us.    Therefore,  in
our.`  final  apott  we  will  try. to  review  our  .seven  years  Of  education  in

3  volumes  at  32/-  cach.    There will  bc only a lilnited  number  of  copies
available,  and  purchasers  are  advised  to  apply  eady.

We  will  now  a,wait  our  V¢.soy.,  co.nfident  in  the  knowledge  tha.t  we
have:. all  bought  one.    To  t:he  astonishment  Of  t:he  Sales  .Manager,  the
Upper  Sixth  paid up  in  one  day,  and  confouflded  the  ambiitions  of  the
Lower  Schopl in  the race for  Ioo per  cent.  Sales..

• Lately  we  have  ezaercised  our  tonsils  in  reading from  the  Scrip,ques
to  the  Sichool`  in  Assembly.    This  has  called  for  much  rackiing  oif  the
brain,  and  every  day  one:  of  our  number  dimbs  on  the  pfatfprm  with
the, well-known  si.cking  s6dsation  ;nd  dyness  in  the mbuch.      This  is
hard  to  expl.aln   J for   Scripture  3s  `a  locked-forward-to  subj.ect  for  de
budding  Per-er  Cavanaghts  of  tlte  Form.

M.r.  W¥llSsms  is  still  deligheing  his  .followers  in  his  irrferior .sub-

jest,  as most ,Courses  Of  Study  ac now  known.    Bedcrfe we  fiflally  cloise,
can  any  ki.nd  person  pease  tell  us  hoiw  to  recover  from  parties?     Each
one  takes  its  toll,  and  the  " achlece "  Of  the  Lib\rary  ha  himself  falhai
from  the  peculiar  'disedse  called  `,` Hangover,''  though  it  did  not  s.trike
for 36 hours (or was it 'M.o'nday moi.ninaltis,  Mac?).

P.G.P.

tl

Scieutha  .

(WE  DEMAND  EQ:UAL. RIGHTS)

N  one  Of  this  counery',s  niore  importari't   laboi.atorids  two  fig.ui.es   are
ci-ouched  over  a  desk-the  desk  and  suri.oundiflg  froof  are  strewn

with  paper,  and  three  waste-paper  baskets  ae  full  of  rej.ected  ideas-for
before  thru  lies  a  monenfous task.   .A  sfmll,  very  selfapiQtssessed ..ybung
ma`n  .with. :a' lairge  gold  'bad.ge   Q£  6ffi¢e :€fl-tors   an..d'. .apprch.ches `'th`e  twi.o
scientists.I    :                                                                                                                       ..        `.;.    ``.?    ,..`.



He  seeds:
'" What!    Are you two  clots writing your ford riofe.§  agalnp

that, last lot of  rot you.wroite, it's  a wond`er you'`ve. 8o.t the `try.+e fo
any more in.    Yoiu'll .certainly have to change yolir.§tyl.e,. if yoTu ky

produce  anythin-g half as  good  as f Libraria.' "
•  .That  litde Speech,  to  coin  a  Phrase;  " dia. it.". :

''

We had been for several .hours  debating wherfu .t"a wrife the same
sort  o£ .notes  as  beficd:e  ol.  to  forget  all  ipne¢ences  to  wife .and  write  a.serm
ious,  and  ho  aoubt  fasciriatingly  interesting,   article  on  the  architecturej

:ioiti::i:£::,dap±ystis:i::.t¥£S:a:rired';ats!¥£e#vijed=a:::a:
gra.cefu}L pafal;ol;  through  the  ne;re.st  window,  wheredpon  we  set  about
writing  the  following  " undoublaplusungoedchinkful "   notes.

As ve wri.te,  ch€ last traces  Of snow are vatnishin`g-sngv which,  at
th'e  height  of  its  career,  enabled'/.the  Lower  School  tp  wreak  a  terible
veti~geance  on  the  now  battle-scalfed  pffdects.      Cancelled  fiatues  have
cause.d  the   lst  XV.  to  for:sake  the  game. of  Rugb:);+ in  favour,  of  solo
whist,   and   t:he  cold  weather  also  inspired  the  powers-chat-be, a.t  th6
Education Qffiqe to serve up their "specialit6 pour un joiur d'.fiver" in the
shape of cnd apeat,  salad,  idly,  trifle and blaflcman-ge-all on cme menu.
Another victi'm  of de weather has beQri the Cross-country,  ,vyhose post-
ponemefit  caused  us to note with no litt:1e amusemefit the. facial eapre!r
fe°=?.££s°sS:nwthtptis°,F(Fwefi¥ccrt¥=:ued£#C#nyg¥tvs;:?=gebqifr.

ridden for one day),  only co b.e told. Iatdr .that the race had `nac been .fun.

We take radr a dim view' of Gert:,  who, wirile visitin'gTbh;-of che
hit.  mob in  hospital,  managed  to  malce himself ill  enough to -be kapit in
thei.e until the exams her well  firislnd.      It is rumored diat his attack
of appendicitis was brdughe on by a sight of one  Of the nurse`;.  D`in;wits

plo.ase .note  the  double. implicadon.   ,We  wil.1  make  no  oommene  about
the exams  excep,t to merition  chat several of u,s  now attend Church who
did  not  do  so  before.

This term rmny of the Advanced have been called away flo ,be inter-
viewed  by  the  big-wigs  of  distant  ufliversides,  and  therein  lie  sufficierit
tales  to  fill  sevteral  V2-scl7iJ.  '       Space  and  time  limitations  ccmpel  us  co
recoiunt   bar   one.     `: Hoflest  Jack,'   o£  Libearia` fame,   fedihg, ,perREsh
while  he tis  in I.eeds,  afld  seeking to  learri the ,location of de nearest

faadti;ngunil:c.;ai:idtefeiE:tchtthiisd;aouonfga|sf;gmtahdeeT:yoTohmeraal::I=:f-



tioned  talents  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  half  an  hour  later  " Honest

Jack "  found himself  the price  of  two two-bob dinners ou.t otf pocket.  It
wa,s  lucky  for ihim  t:hat he  dealt  faidy. dften  during  the  previous  week's
dinner  hout.  card  games.  (Vlolent  protests  at  the prindng Of  de  above

passage  have  been  raised  by  our  `£riend  Muggins,  ,hitherto  known  as
Horfest  Jack).

Although ve could write on .for much longer clan Mr.  H*ls's kind
allowance  of  Iooo  words  (count  them.),  ve  feel  that  it  is  only polite  to
leave rcom for such infdior .articles as  " Li,blfaria,"  and so ve had `beter
restrain our gem:us till next term. W€ will ,I:ave you. with two reminders.

The first is a plea to  anyone with  a few spare   zeha  cro,§sings  and
traffic  .lights  which  would.be  most   usrful   in  he  dining    I;com,   where
conditi.ons beccme mac like `a game o£ " Round and round the mulbeny
bush. evey day.

Secondly chose who tend to forget  char official  headgear  had  bettef
be caroful.     Why?      Simply becau,se Big Brotha ds vyatching you-and
us!

`    We  note  chat the coinplction  o£  V¢.Sor  sales for  3A was  rather  laite
this, term.

J:E..M.
p.iv.

NOTES :

I.  See  G€oirg€ Orvell's  " 1984,"  Chapter i2, 'p. .Igt'   v  '

2.  See  rourna|  Of  ch€  Natio,na,I  Opin-Ali  Mid-lorigg  League,  Vol.
XVI.€(Sept.1938).  NO.   9t  P.  394.

3.  See  4.

4.  See  3.

5.  See  Trotsky's  " Treatise  on  the  Organisadon  io£  Puppet-Shoivs
for    Volunrfef    Sale-Mine   Workers,"   Vol.   Ill., . Chapter   25,
•P.  4'  437.

6.  Ditto.

7.  Ditto.

8.  See Mr.  W*b*,  Mi.  Th*in*,  a;  " Francais pour le.s  Imbecilest"

par  Silvanus  K.  Blogg.

9.  See  I.
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sented  their.attempts  to  stamp  ou  barbarous  native  customs,  but  char
perseverance  and  tolerance twere  finally  rewarded  ,by  ch€  natives  beccm-
ing Chdstians.

Unfortunately John Harison died of an incura:ble disease a.t the age
Of forty-eight;  much of his great  work,. such  as  the  granshion   of  the
Bible  add  a  hyrm-bark iinto  Swahili,  being  .unfinished.      His  wife,  im-
dapited,  declared  chat  she  would  Continue  the  great work  alcme.      Al-
though Mary is  only  small in Stature,  she has  all .the  characteristics of a
true Scot;  for che is adaptable,  intellectually strong,  and has indoritable
courage.    Several years  ago  a  sect. called  the I.eopard Meri  created havoic
among the natives  of the  Congo  by killing and  totture.    Missionaries  in
the area did m`uch invaluable work in counteracchg the urridy activides,
and,  needless to say,  Mary  Harrison was  no exception.

My uncle, the son Of Mary and John, possesses many of his father's
belonedngs,  including  a  Swaliili  Bible,  scme  ebony `carving5  which  wde

given to his father by the natives,  a  Goliatri beede,  and,  most prized  of
all, ,a medal  awarded to his father by King Lcopold iof 'Bel-glum.      Maty
Harriso.n has  attended  many world-wide  convendons,  and  au  wbo havs
mad.e  h,dr  a`cquaintance  agree;  chat,  fike  her  husb`and,, she  is  a  trng€  dis-
]cfale Of Gel.

•,i

.  €  N..S. `Ccoper,  who wams  us  not to take his far reaches  of imaalna-tom tco sedously, writes about ,

FLYING SALTCERS.    I
i    From time' inmeinoria|  strange objects ha.ve b€eli `s€:n  in`chc afmo-

sphere  above  the  Cart:h.    Were  these bbjccts  space  craft?    If they  wcte,
from which  planet did  they come?      Afld who are,  or were,  the beings
who have been sending these mysterious craft since the  dawn Of history?

I believe  that  some race Lfrom  another planet has been observing the
earth  with a vi.ew to visiting ic or even living on it.   Flying Saucers, when
seen ifi the p.ast, have been described as " golden 'horses " or " chariots of
fie..''   People who see cheni today disregacd them as. mqu;ears or comets.
Thor? i.s abundant evidence chat ,rfu€Se .myed.ous  crthtures  fuon  space
have been taking away men, no dqubt to study them.   They have .takien
ay~ay aich-nets and ships,  and they  once removed de whole ccmpletnent

:ida:i;=d¥£#in:ce?I:erse;"des¥+i:ddu;;Stia:epggtsb#Lb;ke:ga¥a%.:
as  t`.;ascents `to  Hcaveal'  or  "stcali.rigs  by  the  gods.'.'  '

`    riese  specs creatures h;ve; .Sar&al  tiinds,  Laded  on  di:  earth .^rid3r

att3empted to Jlive peaceably with terestrial man.   W€, however, have re-



jected t.hem, callingthern " goblins "  and  " devils."    Would   `.t   not   be..
better if we w€re`more hospitable `towaeds these beings?    They may tire
of attempting to be friendly,  arid iowade the €atth,  and I  am  sure every-..
one win  agree that an interLplanetary war would \be.  even  Worse.  chan  a
hydrogen  or cobalt bomb  war.

T'jB.ERE appear to be many 5ea~minded contributors in his Forpe.   Boyd
tells ,.of

A VISIT TO H.M,S. ARK ROYAL.
Ofl the 23rd F6bruary last a pany of chifteen boys froln the Schco|

visited  H.M.S. Ark Royal at her berth in .the fittingrout basin o£ .Mss;rs...
Cammfll Laird and Co.   WQ wiere.joined at the entrance of de ship-yapd

?nytr:i:±yu°sft?o°yosurfro£;a:,a`r5ee¥;8%£::Ci°*£}[%t¥a:a[oL]££uteusnafo¥g=
the ship-y-ard to de basin where rfu  ship was berthed.    The guide .told
us the ship ha.d taha twgive years 'to build and had .ccSt £25,ooo,ooo,.

Once aboard  che ship,  ve were shown  the Cabl.a Deck who;? the;;
wrere  arranged  £Qur `1arge  chaifls  abou,t` fourteen  inches. wide  whi.ch.  con-
trolled che anchor tystem    After. winding our `way through  many par,s:
ages, water-tight doors, and hatches,   w€   found   ourselves   in  the  upper`
hanga.r which is 9inated  just below de flistt deck  and  who-ch w€ were
told  cculd  acaol_tnmodate.  sixtyt fighter  'planes.       We, chen  .ascended  on
one Of the large lifts to the angled flight deck which is 8oo feet long and
o4  £eeti wide.      After an ienjoys`ble time  ofl .the flight deck, on whieh we
saw  sixteen  4-5 iflch  gims,  nmerous .Bofors-guns,  a  crane  for launching
planes,  and many otha objects of interest, we went inside ,the " Island,"
and walked rmind the bridge.    We ch`efl  went below ;nd saw the ;alors
being  issued .with  their  " tots "  of runL  and  after taking a lapk  at the
genes.ati.fig  roam we werit achofe,  having .spent an enjoyable mo"ing.

Next B]ackbuin writes about

THE WORK OF T.HE "Q" SHIPS.
.   The succxrs§ Of " Q"  chips deperfed on rfu inefficiency of ch€ sub-

marirfes in the  I9Y14-I8 War.      }f ypu can,  imagiv6 a.duty   Old   Cbmdr,
wallowing in the Straits Of Dover,  on a summer   aftenoo]i.      Her   hull
was pal.nted  green wick queedlapking black stripes.   `  She was a  dys[:Cry
ship or  " Q "  ship,` mcarit ,to  deceive the cfieriy.



The "  Q ''  ships hang around waiting for the.submarine   co   show
itspl£ on de surface Of the sea,  li.st€ning to  any   wirehas   messages   from
chse.rv.ef.s   ofl  de   coast.     An chserver giv,es waning of the sub. on the
surf.ac?,  chg  " Q "  chip.  sets  off  after  it.

The earhier " Q " chips had guns fitted to them hidden by flaps, and
`wlii.en the sub. was seen,  these. flap,s were lo,wered.    To meet the threat of
torpedoes the bulkheads `o£ `che  shipis wee filled with wo.ed,  so that even
if  hit  by  a  torptedroi  the  ship  would  stay  afloat  fang  encngh  to  un  the
submarine.    The  inips  prcned invaluable in  heir  service to England.

Lastly,  by way  Of ccmtrast,  Wood tells us  hoJw' to  make

A  LEAD  PENCIL.
No lead  in  a  `` lead `'. pencil!     This  is  q.ulte  true,  for-it  ds  not  lead

chat does the writing but gr,aphite,, a mineral which is de same as char-
coal,

Tha  graphi'te is  first of all made into a smooth  "dough."      This  is
squeezed  thxpugh  a  frole  Of  a  diametr  r€qi4.:ned  for  .chetpericil.       It  is
then cut into pieces of the rigiv length,  and lefat to ldy.

After  c{rying,  the  pieces  are  sprinlqed  with  powdered  charcoal  and
baked until ill the moisture is extracted.   Then it is  ready fur the cases,
which are ustrally .made by p,uching wcnd  (e.g.  cedarfrood) .into  " Slots "

7 inches  long,  2  inches  wide,  afld  %-inch  chick.    S:ex  grpoives,  just  dig
€flough to hold the " leads," ae `Imde in the slits.   The leads ar:€ slipped
into place,  aflocher  slot ;s  glued ofl. top  of cris.. and the two are clamped
togeth?r.   When dese blocks are dy, chey are put into a machine wfii€h
forms ahem into six. perfectly-shaped ` pencils.

•4A.

WE.coriminc;.wiin.anal-ticle-byriqughaiptwhicbhecalis
' `     CLEOPATRA'S NEEDLE.'

The  pedyle  Of. Londofi  are  sd.  finitiar .with  Cleopatfa'g` N.eedle  on
the Victoria Embankment chat they seldom even turn chid heads to lock
at it.   A few lpok at the damaged monument, y.et few think that it has
endurted a .long voyage  on the iopen  sea.

The actual plinth is maide of syedte, a kind of Egyptian grariite, .and
nieasurds about 68j4  ft.,' by '8  £t.,.by 7-fe., .a.fld neighs  186 tons.      The
obelisk was not built by Qdeen  Cl.eopa.tra,  but ic is  said,that  she offered
it  ds  a  ctft  to` Octavian,  whCi later became  the` Empe.ror Augdstu6`    ' In
23  B.C.  Augusms tried to.r€rride the Needle to Europe, ha he di`d not
succeed, and it wias  left  lying on the sind  at  Alexandria.



TO BE OR NOT TO BE,?

WIIAT  is  the  question?    TIlere  are  a   good   many
questions  and problems' in our lives  to-day ;  new

ways   6f   living   and   an   ever-changing   world    liave

brought about revolutions in  our thought and outlook.
•,,^

Cut we  our;elves  are tlie same ;  Iiumafi nature lias not
changed  siflce  Sliake§peare'`s  days ;  it  has  not clian9ed

since  the  first primitive  man  began  to reason  for  him-

self,  and  it never  will change.

Mankihd   instinctively  provided   food    for   them=

selves,  and  to-day  in modern  Birkenrfead rvixon'8  con=

tinue to serve this inborn need of the liuman race.
t,
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In   18o1,  it  was  accquired  by  the  Britich  People,  but  no  m`eans  of
transporrtarion cduld .be devised.    It wias  n.ot undl  1868  chin  the idea  Of
sailing the' needl? to, England in a metal casing was .thought Of..     Otha
strange .altemadves wine suggested,  bpt ch-rs one a?emed the best:.

lay,Ei€"k=f|:lnf:ngaeiti:,:eTnkchwgyiai:ciTEssow:sa:oi€:eanwdasi:P:C:u¥
prisiingly  shore ,the de needle  was hidden in the  srferi,  like .;  chkysalis
in a.c.ocdQfi.    So that ire cytin.den would.be  self-#intifig,  arid `tb help`±o
counteract ire unev;en balarie, thirty ton's oE ballast vere in0§erteq.  .. `'The

eylinda- was  tasted to rake sure that it was wat'er-tigh.t, `arid then inlled
down tlhe shoe irito.de water, ,and thus the ." Cleopetra." was launched.
On top Of t,he casing were`built a sinall narrow whedhouse and mast, and
stieerin.g gdr was fitted.

On  Seprchber  2Ist:,  1877,  the  " Cleopatra't'  left  Al.exandria with  a .
crew  Of  right,  under  a  Caprairi  Cfart,er.      It  wias  codyed  `by tht steang
` 01ga '  tb vyhich it was  connected by a 4oo yds. Io'ng steel cable. Almopt

inmediatdy  ic became apparent    that   the    "Cleopatra"  won.Id. da]fty
steer,  ,and  chat she  moved  clumsily  through  the  waves. '    However,  all
went  ipell  until  October rl3ch,  when  the  [t:wo  craft  .en.tered  ch€  Bay  o£
Biscay, .with  a  storm  arising.I   The  crew  of dug  " Cleopatra "  had  t]o rbe
r€soued by the "Olga," and. the needlewasL cut adrift and abapdond.AI.ten
a long tipre. Of froaring  around   fi.n   ch€t  Bay a.s a menace to shipping,   it
was found by an Erial.ish. shin.and  taken.in tow.;   The\ obelisk  tchtinued
its voyage to Lendon in safefy. `   On Sqpem,ben 12chi,  1878, it wit ffected
Ion the Vicnda Eprbankment.   The vay first year,  de frost attacked it.,
a.nd  miany .chips. of stage broke off.    The next .year,` ch€' mcmuutrfe was
treated  in  a apecial Way,  so :chat  this wculd nouhippen  again.  ^n

.I,...'..

The  next  ardcle`i's by  G.  Buckhand-Evens.. `       '   :tr .
'   `,`'?-i    ,

INIIABITANTS  OF  THE  BROWN  LAND.

£=%n°Chn::Sts[Ehrichfe:sca¥;t¥d::;n¥mfa°in#g:£€#:ch:;?:S£#::tgv?:
in the hufit for fred.        Suchan.abund.ance!Of small birds is  bound   to
attraap sorfe of die birds of` prey,  arid Fhe` Harier¥,  Hen and Mans`\h, can
b¢  Secn  froqSn8  Strer}dy . jviith~ their -I.ar§ei .'rfl;tio.ns,  tri:  Ptif€gring. Fal-
cons.  -Sometimes  these, Falcons , becone``irFt?ted ..I;gr  .t.be  pHgqdies  and
make's a . sivoop, 'which is colin'tdraceed :irny due by the rlbode tui:ri`;`n`§
on its badc and crashrdiving.



B€.sides  chess  bit-ds,  chere  ae  ducks  and  waders.    .  In  the  channels

=:icphs,C;:I;fL.:yeesfa:;din::ot8::,mfk¥aatter;flgay::algu:o;eaatucukns:
guarded  mussel  beds.    At  the end  a.I  autumn,  de packs  Qf  knots iri¥
with  de  godwit§  and  grey plovers chat. havie' Stayed lbeh€nd ¢Q  brave  ant
ocher English wint:eu`.    During the daytime  the marsh is  relatively quict,
but .at  dusk  the  dunlins  joir}  the  rank*s  that fly  hither  a-nd  thither  `low
over the saltings.   Somedm6s the Mallard flies d`Qwn :to the flat:s and feeds
on ch6  5liny. green weeds VIrfei`ch make srFarH  grg?n hills on the  mud 'flats,.

In  October,  the pink-fro,ted  geese erive qu the ahorSS  to  stay hare
and  sample our  hospitality  till  the  IInddle  of  Marchi  whep€ they  return
to tlrir heeding-grounds.'.`     From what  I have mentioned it can be seen chat pha`ces  some pcopl:

term  einpity  wilde  have tmany`  b;eds  \Of  activity.

The last  article is  by R.  Salmo,n:

WINGS  0V\ER THE  ¢HANNEI..
It was England,  in the .aururm e'€  I94Q;  the Battle Of Bri'tinn was at

its   height  .  3  .

They  rose  inti>  the  air,  ass.embled  i.n  V=forma€ipn,  and  headed  out
over  the !Cmamel  tewards\ F\rance.

the;;a:s:isii£°:'urf¥:a:##Lewi::t::a:Car:lybea[o;Ifcach¥:.fVlin±ts#ftw:aE
chaud|es.s,  save  for  a. few  high  wisp.s,  tinted.or:aqg.e  by  the  rays  o£` the
srin,  which  hung' tw  on  the.horizon.    They  flew  onwards,  si;lhouetted
against  t.he  ai2ure`blde  of  the  sfty, `dyes^ ever  alert  ion  their  Pry      p•   They, saw it  simultanecusly,  no moot than the flash ,of ,the  sun r€-

flested from q gleathihg silver irface,. but ij was ehougb.   .They :barked
and dived as torre.   Srj€aighe down they Plummeted, ,straltht for de pladd
waves of the Channel, lazily basking in  the calm of the .givening,  umul it
seemed  chat  disast:er  was  unavtoid-able,  iso  low  they  flew.       At  thg  last
moment they levelled out, settled'on t`h6 water, and .began feding. Why?
Because  they were seaigulls I

48.

WE €enmen€§ with qn  a¥dele by A.  Dixen €peded
`   THE  .EIFFEL` TO,WEE.

`     The  Eiffe|'Tgivef  is st.tuated  on  tL€  sgrfu  batn`k`pf `dy±;  RIvier  Sdri€

ip`  Pads„   1€  is  the  t|! ira  highest  builds

nth. `  F`€ TPwer was consch]cted in

i¥ aqE` "¥ld.z  b_eing  2§E .fe.er:

Sor`chc Grcat  Pa,ris  Exhibit:-
'`0



fen.   Two and a half million rivets Were used, al.ong with ffte.en cho.usand

8£::;.yfh:e:[S::]er#c:dy::I:ac:n:]i;nmgbchchegT[°7T::#£:¥ch=:#]£ft'

lie,;.£as#g;cmhou#aor;:sitt#vir5if:tT:;e:nd:n#|:;sriiti;:::Fnc;
with  the ,tquperature. in  de 'dighties,  the  cost  being  Zoo  frafles  (albo.ut
four  `shiHipgs).    A;s  ve  'ascended; .we  saw  Paris  .slowly  bgdome  smallch.
Our  fist:. stop/ was on  the  ;econd  pil;tform,  whae ch±re .tis  a   large cafe.
After a quick lock-cound, ve tock anotha hfc to take: ys .Fp. the r€main-
img  5oo  fees..   At. de..tap  chgre  ac  hioisks,. Vhich' sell  souvedrs,  and  a
lar.ge  snack .bar.    From  here  yp,u  can  walk  u,p  a  flighe  pf  stairs  toi  an

£#frf=ff:'QWu¥#jsytie6`¥£hin¥hp#oya°nt:C¥:I:::sC£:;s¥efcffieTalring
Thde  is  a  apflgnificeine  view  o£` de  city from  .the  top:  .   the  Sdne

]apks like a black ribbon stretchihg away to the east and west, w+th num-
erous bridges  sp'mnin-g it.    W€ stayed up the Eifel, Tower, for ijust pvff
an hour,  after which ve des,cended by life.     We had had a very grijey-
ab.le mcrming, and were. locking forward to a French `lunch.

wi, idontinue w|ith` a ¥story  dy F.  Snowdeti.

Mke was in  ch€  qackpit  o£.;\`§planq,    win   tche   engines   mnning

h:°£'::±y,.in:s=is.;C],:=tng¥,t:Thb::ng8i£:nbdur¥ta.S£¥Eechede,'Cin:rL;Cg°;Luf:ir:£i
•:` Hen  ve  go,"  hE'cho,ught  ,inwardly,  as  with  biead,§  Of  swe;t  fun

ripg  down  his .face,  he €a.sed  che` stick  ba.ck.    The `nas6 lif.cad,  de s'tick
came right back,  akyd  as the. giSbhd .£ell'   awdy '.bermdi   hid,  .he had a
feclting  Of  elation.

" Steady,  steiny,''` hs .whispered,  as  he  grined` `mi3rimum height and

levqled out.     His.hind wiped acos§ his'ford€ad and cagl}e li,mply d.oiin,
.     I    .       .               .      <

dripgivg. with  persriratli,on.

Mick  iBlanced  owi€£  the  si'de  of  the  c`ockgiv,..`tanrd,' thfou,gh..the. pers-

pex canopy, ch€ huindreds Of heads peeing up at' him ma'de him fear li,ke
.1 great emperor.     One or tva pe.apile.`waved.,, so Nick forced a sndle, and
waved back.   The nois€ qf, ,the 'phape, `soddenly .dipped;  Nick made a  grab

::;chaeirs:sckdi;ndhif?;efida£:h?ackV'eryq¥,ickly;the.p,lan;jerkedbackinto

thele`s`s#u®t[r:eur£!i':t:[sdiam£?''ii;th€peigea#e;h`:dst:egyalfi::r.;:Q¥;ynerai
gal;chf:  and'`he b,ear,tqoa€`*±,jdy*,er:fljghtt.     .,"  ..,,, `            -I



I,hen, `qulte suddenly, without any. waming' wh;tso€ver,  `de engine
coughed,  spat,  and theri  cut out.    Nick was very cool,  calm,  and, collec-
ed, and, .evch though he was flow gliding, ihe sdil hid perfect coritro| as
1}€ Girded die place where he was  going to land.    Down,  de:wn,. went his
quachine.    He eased ch€ sdck back,  ch? nose cane up,  ire 'plan levelled
out,  and then hg hit the groqud wit:h a dull thud.      Thee vpas  siichce:
Nick took a quick beach, chen flung back che hood,  a.nd stepped out of
`trys  chalrHch plane.    " Not a bad`'ride for a bob,"  he  muttered.

.,

We conclude on .a appical .nt>te,  as A.  E.  Gopefahd tells us about  ]

H.M.s. .as ROYAL. h

uBosa::np#n¥wche:e:nk£:yfa:£iri¥:I::iw£=r[a].bTg::ua¥dbybeatnrmene£¥
Rdyal.       The Royal Navythad alwiys had an Ark Royal,  and wiished  to
kep `up its record.        T.he new Ship had  its keel led'in Birkenheid in

:#2h:Ci;:t[¥Orfwhtaj=uip:T£:ufl[ttflso[o9n45ds¥h£#edbsy°:9;oquttwwe::
ready to .be launched by the Queen Mbcher.     `Aft:er  .tis  it  was  fitted
with  the  htest  eqdrpfhent  and  left  de  Mersy  in  1955.

0•3A,JCE again M.  No?I. and G.  MCTca`r supply .de form note.s.
The fprm  shorwed  great respect froar the  V£Jor,  being one Of +the fast

in which sales reached a hunded per cent.   Many in,embers Cif ch€ form
`have played for the Bantams, land ,the disappinting Rugby resuts might

i:dexbp±nefubgyhechbeyaiseen£:r£::is¥#;ri£E:kheotap°tftaf;t'Which
On  the academic  side  G.  MCTear, came   frst  in   term and in  chg

Chastmas exams. Blay[ock was \second.   M. Ntel and I. F. Mdrgan (who
claiims` he  s.till  knotws  the  names of  ch.e  mri on the  chess  bioard)t will ibe

pl`aying  in  ch€  chess  champ.ionships   at  Liverpicol.     Morgan  .will   also
be playing at wal|asey.    1

D.  Haffis  and .P.  homax  were  fpftunate  enquch  to  .be  conducted•'over the 4r£ Fay¢J, and the editors have combined`thdf tine accounts.

A VISIT Td THE 4RI:` Royidz,; :
When ve visited the 4yfa Roy¢J ve was amazed ac its .dize-we had

tq  ¢linb. a long gaagwajr i.o  board. her. .and won up thite decks before
ariivihg` ac the ap..   .On top  cheie wtr€  grfis`apupd  the  sides;  rye wer`e
allowed to swivel de smaller orfes round.     We nedced wires co stop the.
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landing  aeroplanes.    There  was  a  hags `pil.ate  telling  t>f  rfu  other  4rfe
jtay4Js.-     In  ot:her  parts  of  die  ship  w.g  saw .radar  equipment,  an  aero-

pilane  lift.  and  the  provisions  made  for  repairing  'planes.    We wet.€  als'o
shown  ori€  of  the vast  haflgars.

We were  amazed at all ch€ cables  chat wefe on the ship;  there mere
blue  cables,  red ,cables,  thin  cables,  and  .thick  cables.      We  saw  a  place
where  there  were  many  tdaphones,   the  officersJ  nress,   and  chc  sailors'
;anteen,  whef€ than were a  lndp iboard  and  a chess ibcard abou.t five feet
sqirafre, ,painted on de floor.

' We  agreed  the  one  of  de  most  €xcitifl,g  expedences  Of  oui  lives

was  de visit to  H.M.S.  <4rk  Zzdy¢J.

Next  8.  H,olmfas  writes  about:

SERPENTINE  STONE.
Visitors  to  the  Lizard  district  of  Comwall  seldcm  fail  toi  find  in-

t:Crest  ifl  watching  the  craftsm€n  busily  at  work' on   Serpentine   stothe.
From  roiugh-hewn  Stone  which  is  w,orked  on  a  lathe,  many  oma.rnents
{u.e  fashioned.    The  finished  articles  are  Of  beautiful  colcurs,  with  a  pol-
ished  smcoth  surface.

In  the  hizard  area .is .found  Britain's  largest  source   of  Serpendne
ston.e.    Kynance  Down,  Yellow  Cam,  Ruan  Minor,  are   a.   few   places
which  prcwide  an  apparently  inexhaustible  su.pply.     Many  visitors  seek

pieces  ,among  de  rocky  pads  in  the  coves,  or  even  chip  pieces  Of `che
brittle  S€apendne  stone from  t.he rocks.    But  the `ci.aft.inen  choose  in€ir
ston.e vyth  great  care;  for it mu`st show a  rich  va.riay  of col,orir,  be fre€

from fla`vys,  and  be quifortnly soft,  for ease. Of wiocking.                           \
The craftstnen in  search o.£ suitable stone freq.uently.ap€n small .pits,

<ind  for de privilege Of` quanying, ,and 'for. ch€ stone ch€y take,  they pa.y
a  small fee to the owner of the land.

The craft of working Seqp?ndn€  stone  has  long  bieen  canned  on  by
many  families.

T38'E  £6rm  submitted  many wochwhile  articles wihich  have,  unfortun-
ately,  ibeen  crowded  out.    Among' the  less  successful  contrib,utors

are T.  Jones,  T.. Paxton,  A.  Cifeen,  G.  Ward,  afld  R.  W.  Sinowdon.

`  W€  comrnenca with  an article by  8.  Harrison endtled  '
KEEPING RABBITS AS  PETS.

to±:py%e#hE;c#ea°nfk£P!:gy:a::£jstaosg;;:'£°€ummfus±b:npdrefaart:
',

twice  daily.    If  you  ac  going  to  inake  de  hutch  youlsalf,  it` must"`/be.



su.angry built,. and,  above all,, wateiprap£.    Having built yoiur hutch, you
should piut it in a place out Qf draughes and daixp, and facing south. :rhe
hatch  should be  k.qpt  off  the ground`,  so that chg  da.mpfiess  will not, get
into de bottom 9f the hutch  and make it w€.t:`   Plerity Of sa,wdqu.st should
be istrewin  freely  ovtr  che  floor of  the hutch.      Two heavy grdenware
tl.oughs should also bE plaecd on the flcof::  pne for eating, and die `ocher
fdr dinking.

When  choosing ysrur rabhi.ts,  make sure that the fur is  smcodi  and
soft,  a.nd chat tthe `ey€s are bright and clear.    In cold vyeacher,  ch€ rabbits
ELce` a lot Of bedding to keep chern warm.    In  summer2  however  (if you
have  a  garden),  let  chrm  free  for  a  little  while;  ibut  keapi  your  eye  on
them,  of  course!     Hnafty,  if  afly  of  chlem  ate  fll,  can  in  the  veterinary
Sul.8con.

R.  A.  Dixon  gives  us

A  BRIEF  HISTORY  OF  FLYING.
The  fr.st powered  flight ever. made  t:oock place on  Deeernber .17ch,

I9o3,  at Kidy Hawk,  America,  and w,.as  lmde by the Wright Brochers.
The machhe flew  185 feet. ac a  sp.eed pf diity miles per hour.      After
cris  initial  success,  .many  iexperiqu€nts  tcok  place  t,o  improve  maichines.
By  I9og,  de  ar oif p.owered flight had .been mastered,  and on July '25.ch
Louis. 816riou  made  the ;fist  flight  across  the   Engfish   thnnel    from
Fi.ance   to  Engl.and  in.  thirty-seven   minute.s.       Achievement   followed
achievement:  ±n  1919,  Captain Alcpck  and  Lieutenant Brown made  chg
first crossin-a of the IAtland.c .by  air.      I,hey flew from T`lewfoundland fo
he].and,  a    distance o£  I96o  riles,  in  16 hours.      In  Ig\27  Colonel Lind-
bergh  made the 'frst solo cco`ssing of the Atlandc. Then came the age of
the- jet qecopl'ali?,  ,and  attempits  to  break  the `sound  barrier.    Jchn Deny
final'ly  succeeded `in  .a. De  Havill.and  Swallow.

We conch]de with an .atticle by P®erry endded

THE  ARMY  CADETS.
Any boy betveen the agr=s Of fourteen   and   eighteen   can   join   the

AI-my cadcts, the object being to prepare for National service.       Most
people are under de impression chat drilling is the rminioceupad.qu,. but
the cadets have all sorts a.£' enjpytrmts:     rifle   ranges,   basket+ball.,`   bil`l-
iiai.ds;  sncx]ker;  darts,  boxing; ,fcoitball,  swimmingy and various ocher  astir
vities'

The cadets always have camps ac Whitsuntide,  Easter,  and Surlimer.
1£ .you  work  hard  in  the: cahas  and  gtt  some  tapes  (stripes),  when  you

:Vaennd=i|yj#ych:oatf:gfl:fd:re;:i:{#Stywojd:£ffe¥t¥`°£;f#?c£#:su?fatt°.,
iofled  at the  Drill  Hall,  Grange  Road  West?`



2A.,

WE  cotnmence with an ardcle by G` K€]lett whch he entitles
VALLE  CRUCIS  ABBEY.

•Valle  Crbds  .Abbey,  a  house  of  the  Cisterdan  Order,. was  founded

in   12ol  by  a  noble  of  .the  district.  It  flourished  TLnder 'a  succession  Of
abbots,  until a fine brol;€;  out,  Of which no record i§ kfipin.    R€c6nstruc:
tion  tock  phace  abour  135o.    Additional.b`uildings  were  added  chroiugh
the  ages.    Orfe af the west Walls  bears the  date  135,o,  in buldin,gs  to
the  e.as€  have  dates  from  143o.      Two  rooms ¢n  the  outer  Side  of  the
Abbey.are bdieved to have been chg abbot's ham  and  dhamber.    This is
unusual,  as the abbot's roorne  were -generally in cue .cchtre  of the abbey.
After che dissolutioin  of  the monastede§  b-y .Henry  VIII.,  the  abbey  fell .
into decay.    The land .wa.s given to a focal noble, and from chat  tine it
has  chafiged  hands  many  times,  until  in  I95o  the  Mflistry  o£  Works
took it oiver as an ancient monument;

When  we  visited  cris-anciene. momment,  wig, enter,€d`' thengh  the.

pat of the west wan which is sdi standing in ; comparativdy good scat:c
Of condition.      Froim there Thre made  our way inl:o the Presbytery whet.e

¥e=¥:e;:Lo°£]da;or=a=c::n:°s#e=t¥nngn:n:£chifdpwaratns?£.T[:a±:¥;pW€:

;°e;Tpr:¥ab¥n:dT?£;:ill:ve#:ifa=is::::iicoe%:£:£;:p:tfi::#hhi:se:i;:±;
When  wig  left  the  abbey,  we  wem to  the  road  and .1ookFd  back  on  it,
surrounded by snqu and deserted in the I.andy v.ally.       W€.  flo,ufld   it
difficult  to  beifeve  i4at  may years  ago it  wis  the  ceritr?  of  life.i.n` rfue
disur:ct.

The`ndrt article is by D. Miller;  he calls it
•  THECUCKOO.   a     ,`

or,us,g:I:coms;in:ir;i:unchd¥fl¥hee¥a°S¥{n'i#Ch:':g::}#ege`;££Oui:;£:::

:e£!:igb¥Sfhorbrs°£#t£::€;.d¥:gh£:::[e€°i¥£id':;¥£;ldas:e£;s,£::..
places her eggs,  one by one, in nest:s Of otii;; bird;.`     She is also known
to remove the other eggs frcm ch§  nests, in order to. leave from fpr ha
own.    Once  ha  egg  i's  placed  in  her..neighhour's  nest,  shei  gives  it  no
furcher  attendion.      The  youri'g  ere  hatehed,,and  r`eared`  by  thdr  foster

pdents.
VA¢n the young cuckoo i; h;tched,  and while it is schl quit;

#ei:gse-Sb§;c££wh£;ds`stsu£;S:i:S¥dTebfo°F¥#esnae¥,€n=deri=s'bt£=e



this way he secures.all the good chat:. his `£ustei. parents bring to the n.est.
The  vict:ims  Of  .the  Cuckoo  are  usually  the hedge-spe"ow,  rohi.n,  pied-
wagrail,  whitethroat,  and  sedge-watblef.

T.he  Cuckoo  at.fives  in  Britain  in  the.fu.st  half  Of  April.    It  soon
mi.kes i,tself knowfl. w`;th its two-noted  cry.    Towa.rds' the end o£` May its
viQice breaks and in €ady June it becomes silent. Tbe Cuckoo leaves about.
the berintring of August.                                                                         t

The  last  article  which  is  by  D.  Burrell,  is  on  the  satrfe'cop.ie  (i.e.
Iiatue),  b\ut  he  is  talking  about:

OWLS.
I     There are many different Sp€ci6s of owl.   The most common  ate the

barn owl and ch€ wood. or tawny owl.      Of thes.e,  the tawny a,wl  is, nQwo
de more  flurferous.    It iLs hardly ,pe`ssible to.walk  i.n  the woods  without
setind-it.or heaiirig  it.    The  6aH  Of the `otw|  can  bet heard  all year round.

i::ech:;:g]: :hifek±j:::  de owl only hoots  at ceftaln .dm€s a,£ 1:he ycaf,
wiany game-keepers  sdll  ik!ill owls,  beqat]se  tfty .say that  they  prey

on youn-g   pheasants,   and   some farmers are. convinced--chat   they  ¢steal

yoring pigeons, but,, i.n reality, when chey hover . about   farm5   they   are
afrgr rats or mice,  which are attract`ed by the corn,

^For  pets,  owl  should `be  reared -fran. the  nest.   . ''The  tawfiy-owl  is
so.medmes ,found  in  an  old  crow's  nest  of  sometimes  in  the;.deft  of  a
tree,  or the .co:in  Of  a  pollard.  The  barn  owl is  more I,rc+queridy  fourid
in  "ins,  i=hurch  towers,  Qr  disused .lofts.    The.`mosc  suitable~food  for  a.

yoiung owl is. a mouse.   At fast de temptation 'is 'to give cheou too mu'ch
at a time,  but cris must be overcome,    Ocher fioiod that i,s  suit:able  fdr aD
tans owl is heaft,  li'ghts, or liver.    Somedmes they will peck at potatoes
or ocher vegcteables.

Amthg  rigrant owls,  de  .one the  mo.st  suitable  for  taming is  the
" .rfuap  ear."    Unfike  the  barn .6r  tawny  owl,  vyhich  has  black  eyes,  its

eyes ae yarow,  artyd also unlike  t:hem it hunts dulng da.ydne.    At om3
time it was  believed  chat iris  were bHLded iby  sunligiv,  btit when. one
ds kept  as .a  pet tis is  seen  to be untrtie;  the' hind  is  generally found to
be  as  wide  awake  as its  owner. .

.    .     `28'         .    '

E  first article has'`been suinitted try A. Davson, who tells tis abdut

THE  BOAT, sliow`.ANp  THE. scHOOLBoys'  FxapBITI.ch.
i         `,          \            I.

.  At  qriscmas I  received  mary prese!its .of..mqndy,. an.d, { being intqu-
€;ted in hats, I  thou-ght it would .be a,g`apd idea .to` use ichemoney on a

T
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visit  to  Ironden,  to  see the  Boat ,Show,  at  O!,yappia,. .and `the S.choQlbeys'
F,x,hibition.    I  decided  to travel  by  night,  and  to  see `the.chows .in  che
daytime.

I  bcoked  my  dcket at a travel agency  on the.day before  I  w.as  due
to  go.    Next day,  I went to  the chemist's ,and`bbug.he some  " Kwals,''
as  I  suffer  from  'hos-sickness.    In  the  evening  I  caught .a  bus'to  che
Haymarkct,  where  I  was  .to  catch  the  Crosvil|e  cca€h .for. London.  .' I
andved in Lpnden qt  7 .a.in.,  and had bifeakfas`t i.a  a  snack.-ba.a.      I  then
went fo `the Schoolboy.s' Exhibition, where I saw inany interesting ex*b-

.,3sths;;::ndb££:.;c]:sd:nmdon£:arti::v:iapr=:.y-Ci£:,8ech¥ektfgeanchd£.i:¥£€

designd  by  Emmctt.    The  .fist wis  fitted  wick  a inilkbar, ' a  chestnut
roa.stet,  and  a  §chopl -meal  " edibifzer."   . The  s€.cond `desk  was  desig.ned
I::;:jclfifsg:is?t:er?;:;idi|f::e:;fwgr;;a:id=w;b:orfae;:!i:I:ji.;oi;aT.?iep:T;i[

on the way to `schcol and, by means of a short-wave £adio' set, to .answer
roll-call  when  still  mires  from  school.

H.aving had  a gqg4 |opk  ro`unq,,  I vy€nt tg 0lyqupia .to Pee The Boat
Show.                                                                                                                 .      .      '`,

At  the Show,. t-hens were boats rang}pg .from. ¢nchies-. and. kysks. to
large  fony-ton .yacht.§'.    A  inrib€i  Of.-,boa.ts  on  show. were made  9£ .the
new  fibre-glass.    Id  one.  comer  of  the  hall,  a  hogs  talt`. had.  been :,inn
stalled.    Here,  Royal _Adrriqe. frogmen ware dquonstrq¢ng how to` ,`qttach
lilapet-rifles  to  the  hull  -Of  a  ship.

After  seeing  everything  twice,   I  J€ft  Olympi.a,   and,   after  having
some  tea,  returned home.

....   `_      .-I           I      +    -,,...     ``              J     .      i

We  corint!e .with  an. efrott .dy  G.  Brady,' e'ptit|€d

A DAY `ONTHE.FARiv[..  `    .
One` day  durl:.ng tkye holidays,  I  visited .,my  uncle's  farm,  and  had  a

very  intgresing  time.   ..

I  arrived  at  the  farm  very  eady  in^che  morning  and,  aft:ef  helping
my uncle  to  milk  the cCiws,  I fed the hens  and collects.d` the eggs.  After
breakfa.st,  .I  went ,to`  chc  orchard  tio  collect  apiple?  for  my  aunt.      My
uncle  then  .took  me  round  his  farm  ap., a  tractor  until it  was  time,for
dinne;.

firofat:es:#ai:n:in:y;'fa|:ap;:g?¥ingaffdie;;:h:e:?icf,:a`nf:*oT.:i:ti:::e:?i



took .chc  th~eap  dog,  Lassie,  ^fCh.  a  walk.   When  I  f€tumed,  it  vias  time
to say. good-bye co my uncle and  aunt. ` That night '1  went home .think-
iing  about the wonderful day  I  had  had.

Raymond  Puriord  is appatndy  a riember of the Fir6  Servi.ce` in..'.his
sprre  ripre,  and he -tells  us .about

A DAY  IN THE  I<IFE  0F  A FIRE.MAN.
•   . It  was  seven  o'clack  when  i  heard  the.fire-bell  ringing;   I  qTickly

slid  down.  the  pole`to  ch€ 'fircengine;  and  a  fevir  seccmds  later .vie  were
rushing to the soque of rfue fire.  I owas so6n directing a strong jet of wadi
at  the `iblazing hous6.

I caw a wcmafl  tip .at a windowir, land,  having prssed my h6se to an-
other fir:eman,  I  ran up a ladder through  thick iclouds of smoke.  .At last,
I  rcach`ed  the  widow,  in  spite  of  the  rfuouts  from  below  saying,  `` You
will  nevqu  make  £t.„

As I was carr)ring the woman dovyn, I b€g`aq to feel faide,  and, when .
I  arived  ac  the bottom  Of the ladder,  I  collapsed.

Who  I  revived,  I £€lt  the wind on my face,  and  I  asked,  " Can `1
gist  up  now?"    "If you  feel  fit  enoiugh,"  was  che  reply.    .

An frout later there was noting left of the house, €xcapt the charred
iermiins.    .When  I  asked aborue the woman,  I  discov.ered that  she vyas  in
hosp`ital  suffedng  from  shock`  and  bums.    Next .day, '1  was  called  into
the chiof's offic.e,  and was told that I haft been, promoed.

IA.

I  fdl'lowing article by  8.  Dovesr:on .reminded  the editoirs  chat !dey
ii.roendy  carri.e  aq-oss  a  ipress  cutting,  daaed  about  I9oo,  .describingT

de  new residential  district .being created  at Prenton,  vyhere some beauti-
ful large` houses had  adready tbeen ibuilt on  the  hill.    Many people sell
I:emember   Wndchurch   Road   as  a narmw country road,   and   at   this
moiment   fields  air  disappearing  under  the  Prenton  D.eu  .Estate,  which
ha5 .almost  reached  Pr€ntbn  Ham.

SIDELIGHTS  ON  PRENTON  COUNTRYSIDE.
The  countryside. o£  Prenton  ie  gradually  disappearingr  as  more  and

rmre houses are being built.       One.has to gp far afield.before seeing..the
country in its  na",ral.st:ate,  without human intederence.        Before rmn
thoughe of biuiilding houses there,   it  vifas  an  .excellent  place  fo.r  riaine-
lovers,  but the tap  o£ Noinwcod Roiad sell  ends in ia hag.      Colourful
hedg€.s  arfe  situated on each  side.  ` mf-.way .up  t:his` Iarie cede is  a  .fain



§ulfoiJ.nded by ,large fields.   Further on is the .Golf a.curse, where chore ac
two I.sinall  apinneys,  one Of which iihrias  once the faviourite q€schg-site of `a

yellow-hammer..    The nest o£. dig  biird  was 'ho`ilt 'neir  the   gapund   in  a

:itiea£:Ill:°¥efr::tc:en5ets:i:r°tfh:::dalg`tiggns:-¥ce.Linedwithrmcothdown,\

Along the path is ia small stream.      Frogs live `in it;  for it iis` just deep
enough,  and  vey slow-running.    I.£  cue  follows  the  stream,  .the ifenains
of  an  oak  tree  ate reached.    This  qre`e.ds  the I,canefuly picked  home  pf  a
little owl,  whose nest as i.n` a`hble  half-way  uP the (trun!c.    So  Prenton  is
not yct entirely devoid of interest for the rambler or haturalist.

The next contribution is also inspired dy a love of natu-re.    M.JDch-
`aihue writes  some ,mtes on

.                                                               BIRDS.
Bi.rdLwatchingisanintfrestinghobby,butit.needsgivlentyofpatien€e:

' There  are  two  kinds  of  bird-watchersuthe  goes  orit   along   the   pace,

whistling, full .Of enthusiasm,, swinging hiis camera, and missing everythng
€]£cept a, ,few a-parrows.    The ocher 6s prepared .to he in a cramped pqririon
for hours lou.end,  uniting for one particular bird.     I  .   .

Thei.e are chree typ,es Of birds.    They af,e  th; sea birds,  who nest on
cliffs or shores,  de waders,  living on reservoirs;  sand flats,. or  mirsbes;  afld

:h:n±n::Pu?sib£?rsa;:¥h9:g.£f,mneonttsthheav££:°.:;dan,r:::t¥g=:a::°y::
tery is migrati.on;  eve.ry year cotjflt|e.ss` .b,iuds, such as the Swallow,  migrate
`to warmer apuntdes, cnd.re.ton to chH:s country in the spring, often to the

Same nesting sit.e.    Scme` British ibirds  atiS driven fo  extinction or to  ocher
countries.    A piqir oif oapreys .who had  nested ori  an i.slant 'or}  a loch were

Pgrsequed  by .€gg:collecedrs,  and  chey, `fin.ally ,dapatted,'  never, to  be seen
ag..ain.

18.

WEccmnenceWchanattlclebyALord,wiotellsusabout
A VISIT TO THE TOWN HALL.

La.ist  ysar  I  had  the pleasure  Of, meetinig His Worship'.  the   Mayor,
AI'derman Sihort.    I  wa,s ask-ed if `1 wiou|d !|ike ¢o icliean ,the Mayoir's silver,
as the B.ey Scouts'  " Bch-a-Job "  w|eek was drawing near.    Sp it was chat,
on ch€ £chowing Tuesday,  five of  our s.con,ts fron  the   5oth  troop   met
outside the Town iHall.   iwhen tie had all arrived, we walked up the stays
of the Totwn .Hall  and w,ere receiveid. iby the Scout District Cfom_missioner,
Mr. R, S`. Archer, M.a., wlro accompanied u§ to a room ovedcohing .Haqu-
iky-fi Square.

'1



Hffe, we were incfodrced to ch€ MayQT, who sho`wed us beautiful dl-

:ver dshe;  a.nd  trays,  one  of  wlhich  derigted  a Japaflese  scene.    Mr.  !W,.
Cull Pfroto-graphed u's at work, and chie pic.ttlrQ later agpeaed in the Lgiv.cy-

¢oo{ {Ec.6o.    TLe  Mayor g.av€  us  £1  and  signed  .our  " BQbia-Job "  cards.
After he had shaken hands with Hs,  we loft the Town Hah in searcL. Of
inor€ jobs.

We condnue with  an  amu.sing artiele by J.  Pendleton emided

A  FOOT ROMANCE.
A your.g lady, a chiropoife by professi9n,` §8.I in her cubielg, ayaiting

her three o' clock appoinrment. Th? receptionist came along and announced
a Mr. X, whose name I .witThold.

The chiropodist was  slighdy impres.sed,  and  5p,  apparfudy,  was  the
qfl,eat;  for in  a  few weeks'  time he rrrade  a  seapnd  visitlbut  with very

#e#.t t:a::i; !who§°m#?::Pe:reftdt°£:inp:aF Which resulted in a

• We` contclude with  an ardGle iby P. W,` I.  Lithefland `on

UNDERWATER SWJ:M.MING`.
Fcogm€n-style swimming is a sport which is becoming more and m7ue

popular.  It has bee{i g]::e`atly pop.ularised by televiiston and cinema fiha,
To pursue this apor€., you lfeqirg a peir o£ £oQt-frog, 4 £acg mask,  and

a  nose-clip.  The ma`sk  give.s you fl wide field 9f vtision,  endh the riose-clip

jfevents the perspex from steaming  ov.`er,   F.ipally,  you  need a breathing-
tube;  this tconsists of a hollow ieube wit:h a qiogthpiece .at  qne gnd and  a
`i.ubbei.   c.age  at  the  other.       Inside  the  cage .is  a  fab\l€-tenni`s  ban  whi.ch

blocks the tube when the w`ater ri;.see top high, rfus preventing wat:er from
•entering one's mouth. Jf you are very `andJieious you `¢`an ,buy a 'fa€.er-.mask

and  br,eaching  ai}paratus  combined,  bust  this   equlpmint   is   com!dera.bly
dearer.

•       Ches s
IKE  Napoleon  after  Austerlitz,  a,ur \Chess  team  has  suffered  a  disas-

tflous and signal eclipse during the current season.  We' had ouir I<dy-L
zi,g and our Watedco agalns.t .Wauasey Gra.quuer Schod and Alsop ELgh
School, where we ton.ched ch€ very n.a`dr of our froune£.   Biut wher? .the

givri,our ,ca;eer, lot the Ht.tie cory®rd ended in ignongi,ny in  `1\815, .urixpsal
law decrees   rfut our himifiasd  Chess .team. .shall again win glori.ous vic=
£Qries-no  rm,ttei.  who,  allbeiit  i.n  a`n  entir`dy  difef`ent  garb.      The ,old
brigade. ..sh.all d`qurt:. a new .and more `vigivous `generation shall .£ap,lace it.
Indeed,th€Sesessien.ofvcteracsis'.aistessen:tialasloppin.gaff+dofu.,nd=arber-
ial  encumbranices,  1:hat younger  branches  may  ari.se in their stud iwich  a
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rejuvenating influence on the whole `..body.    The qu.ts.tanding contribution
made to  rfus  sphere  Of School tife by  the 'low`er foi.us reminds us of rfue.

paralld  with. the  fabelous .bed  o.£  mytholog); which .:begat .`it5  successor
within its own funeral pyre. This Chess seam win go fo;seed in the Easoar
o£  1955, like an extremdy bedraggled and seedy phoenix, tp equergr again
a  brigiv,  hewi` vj!j,gprous  'bird  Perhaj)is in  Michaelmas  1957;  pedrpe  latdr,
besides whose .pedormances chs difeats  of  1954/55  shall seepi bet as yles-
terday or a watch in chc nighe.   The testing-ground of his future team
will ,ba the .Annual  Julor Cthess Congress  at Livierpool,  which, like Drisi
ra€1i's  " Y.oung Coflservative "  movenient, will engender exponent; of the
highat  calibre in the years to ccme,       From. sev,enteen of Qur yoiungap
hopes we andeipatf this year an honourable reflecdon of ch€ Schcol's tvien~
arable Chess trad`fron,  as also from in€ lone figure, penhaps our birighast
star., who flies our colours at dr± Waussey Congress.   Thus,. a.lchouch rfue
trek may be long and arduous before the light o£ .success again shinmers
clearly before ch€  gallant  8.I.  seven,  and  n.otwithstanding  the   immense
numerical  superiority  Of  our  Livapndlian  riv,als  we.  tco   chall   have   our
hour `again  when  the  c6v€ted  trophy  cha]l  restdf  in  its  apSoirmed  phace
within chase  pfecincts-a  fittifi.g  tribute to the   unewenring   erfeavous
ov€f the yiears Of air enchusiasdc and ericouraedng .Cifeiesis. rmster.

RESULTS.
(a)    WRIGHT sHIELb  GAriEs.

v.  Mffch.`ant  Taylors
V.  Li`verpcol dilletiate '
v. `Holt:
v.  Alsap

Won   4 ' -3
Iiost   3   -4

W'On   4/2;-i/2,
Lest'   1%-5%

a)     CHESHIRE  CHAILENGE  SHIELD.
v.  WallasEjr.Grammar school     .................. : ........  host    276-5%-  W.N.B.

TMus,icHIS teim w€`wdcomed Mr. Show, who has already>pr`apafed plans`for
new  musical  activities.    The  idea o£. vio|un,tary music  6n  Ass.mbily

has been intreduced, and it is hoped that the lorwer forms wth' soon be. able
to  provide descant:s.   The panel of pianists,  once desGriibed as the  " €ady
moming medley show,'' has ,bieeri retained and augmerited, and any more
boys  who  .consider  chenselvies  competent  to  acconipany  a   ftymn   will
`gladly ,be given  an andiden.

A group studyng de elements of harmony and .compasidon has had
its  first  ineedn.gs;  it  is hoped rfut its  mernhas win ulinately pnduce
soth2 original chmposidons ap well as b.ecoming proficient at harmony and



inprovisatlofl.   Mr.  Shaw js anxiqus .to make the acquaintance a,£ pr`ents,
old  Boys,  ,a.nd  ocher  friends  Of  the  Sck?i'oo.I,  wl}g ..are interes.ted  in  music,
with a view .qQ holding qus`ical meetings, a-nd perhapS forming an crdiest-
iial sedcty Or .a choir.

It qust be emphasised that the responsibihty of hilding up a general
musical interest in the School is in trug holds Of all men:bers but especi-
ally .those in the lower and middle forlns, and the ,enthusiasm and ap-aper-
ari'on which  are shown will inct€ase  ch.e stfengeh Of the  valuable  conttj-
burion to the life of cue Institute.                                                           E.H..H.

TRugbyHE  high  standard  which  the  Ist  XV.  ch`o,wed  inrnghout  the   first
week of ,the sea.son ihas been maintained this term.      Wg were flg\ain

defeated  by  St.  Anselm's, which was  .our  only defeat.    Thei highiighe of
t:he  term was  our  defeat o£  St.  Edward's,  which  is  .one of  de  stcorigesi
Rngty Schools .on Merseyside.` `We defeated Grov`e Park  Gff:amrmr Schpol
again,  which  was  a  grfeater  feait  considerifig che  size  and  `abihiy  of  the
team  they  fielded.    :Hoagson  still  shone in  the pack,  but cdabrated  hi.s
move t.o de wing posidon, against .Grovq Park, by soori.ng two fine tries.
G.  Lloyd hats been awarded his cchours,  and must be congratulated ron his
fine performances  in  the pack.    This  lst  XV.  has been  oh€ Of ch€ most
succgssful  teaths the School has ever had,  and, .ve a,re .glad to say,  chree
Of ` th5 team  were chosen to reyresgnt Che.shire agalifrst Lancashire;  these
wir6i.a T.  Jones,  D`  M.  Machi€son,  and  A.  HoidgsQfl,, who  exedled  them-
delves in cris match.

Th.e formnes Of the 2nd XV.  fluc"ated appreciably cris tgm owing
to  a  differing learn  ap..irit.    The  side played well  against Rock Ferry and
Park High, 'but .were exttenely .poof against St. Ansdm's.  Lowry,  Rpbb,
and  Hopner,  showed  consisteney  drougho7ue  the  season.

The  Bantams  XV.  were  not .very  successful in  the  only  tryo  ganie.s
chey played.   They were ,beaten by Park High and St:. Edward's, the last
being .a ,rather heavy dofeat.     T. Haris, on the wing;  and Wed, ,in the
fowards have both played well in fhes:''twQ  games.  ,

I   RESuljT5.

Ist xv.               zed xv.             Bantams`.
Rock Ferry        ............ W.      9-  €   -   giv.  43-  O   -
St.Edwards   ...„.„ .... „.WI.     9-6   -               i     .-.L.     o-43
St.AnsQlm's       ............  L.      3-II-i.   L..    6=15   ,=-`      i
PafkHigh    ...„ ........... W.12-`o`  +`D.  .g-.9   -.fu.     8-23
Grove  park  A  ...-...... `.nw.    14-  P    ~                ----- `     '
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UrtwersituLatter

THE UNloN,

BIRMINGHAM  UNIVERSITY.

•5/3/`55.

The  Editor,  the  V¢.sor.

Dear Sir,

I feel, and righdy so, that I am greatly .honoured to be a.ble to subrit
a  University letter toi the esteemed  Vz.€ow    I must .admit that .I have read

. the university letters of bygone years with covetou§ngss in the hot;e .chat
I  might  gleam soneding,  if `nio,t inspiration,  for che. learned eyisde that
I  should expound when my turn cane.    But,  alas,  ha,ving nothing much
to  say,  I  shall  of  necessity say  little,  i,£  anyding  at.a¥.

Perhaps a few advantages o£ Brum would not be untimely.    However,
t-hprf  `chould  be  n.o need  to St:ness   chat   Birum  is  the  place    for    exacting

students  in  academic  and  social  activides;  without:  a  doubt  it  is  second
to  none.    It  would  perhaps  be  unfair to  say  that all  smdents  here  give
themselves whole-heartedly to, the task of serious study.   For by ch€ tine
one  qr}bers  up,  aft:er indulging  ifl  wine,  women,  and  song;  rmfing  nurses

out of their beds or maybe pouring dye into the city fountain,  two terms
have  gone by remarkably fast.   Then one ,bestns  to hear Out  not her)
the  constant reminder of the ,pessimist that chere are only so many mue
weeks  to the Summer finals,  after which one ds in ch€ ever present danger
of expul.sion-anyone care to buy a Brum scarf and  maybe a few books?

May I ta,ke this opporndty,  Mi  Editor, iof r`eminding all nemhers
of the Upper VI. who wish tp indulge in University hfe away from home.,

quote (T. S.  Hodgson)-that although thee is  no place like home,  thee
is  also  no  place  hike  Brum-unquote.    'How  about  it,  boys?    Think  of
those colours  on  your scarf  and  clout-" I  wanna  go ito Brum."

I remain, Sir,

Yours .faithfully,

M. MJusTON.



S                 0.ld lustondans R.U .F.id.I\NCE the last V€€or appeared,  the .Old Boys' Rugby Club programme
has comnued2 but has been greatly re.duced.by the vdy .bad weather

experienced this year.    In fact,  Of the .eliev€n games since Christrms,  five
have been cancelled owing 1:o snow and frost.    Hovever, chie  I.t XV.  has
the sadsfactory.record Of  12  wpn,  3  drawn,  and  6 lost;  ch€ 2nd XV.  has
won  I I  and 1,oat 6;  the 3rd XV. has won 12 and lost 5, and has now gone

7 games w!ichout drfeat.   We shall again be takihg part in the Birkenhead
Park and  Caldy Seven-a-Side Con]pedeions at the end o£ .chie season,  and
would gready aiffreciate as many choeri'ng members of the School, to en-
coiurag€ us,  as possible.    Also,  we. are sendi-ng a team to de Isle g£ Man
Seven~a-Sides,  and  shall  be  defending.the  Shield  wh:`ch  we  won  in  the
N.orth .W,alps  Seven-arside Ghari:pifonship, at the end -Of fast sea.son.   We
thus have a very busy time ahead of us at de end of chg season.   Whilst
on rfue subject of Sev€fls, we Should like to wish the School success.a.n the
Birkenhead  Pack  School  Sevetis,  with  the  sincere  hope  tliat  the  Schaoil
te~arn goes -one better than the last twic> sasons and.wins this year.

I should hike to remind all Siool mcmbers again chat they are very
welconie as Asscoiate Men.bas of ch¢ old lnstonitans whilst still at School,
the subscriptiofl bang absolutely nothi.ng.   We ShaH also be very  glad to
hear from any boys`1eaving School at the end of this terin. We can offer
a  full and interesting programme, .brfu pla¢ng and s6cially,  to  .any boy,
whether as a `pfay&ng.or  nan-playing riembQr,  so  do  coine along  an,d in--Induce you,rselves. .  The Club  deprids upon new mernbap from School

to keep going.   M.eantine the Old Instonians' Rugby Chib Sends its very
best wishes  to  all  Staff  and boys  af ch€ School.

G.A.T.
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